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- Begislatite Assembip.

Tuesday, 10th Beptember, 1895.

Crown Suits Bill : third reading—Associations In-
corporation Bill : third reading—Loan Act, 1894
Amendment ( Kalgoortie Ratlway) Bill : second
reading; in committee—Ecclesiastical Grant
Abolition filt : second reading; in commnittee—
Public Health Act Further Awerdment Bill:

d veading—Estimates, 1895-6; furthe con-
sidered in commitice—Adjouruinent.

Tue SPEAKER took the chuir ut 4 30 o’clock,

p-m.
PRAYERS.

CROWN SUITS BILL.
Read a third time, and forwarded to the
Legislative Corneil.

ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION BILL.
Read a third tiwe, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council.

LOAN ACT, 1894, AMENDMENT (KAL-
GOOQORLIE RAILWAY) BILL.
SECOND REAPING.

I'ug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Sir,
in rising to move the second reading of this
Bill, I think but very few words will be
necessary from me to pluce hon. members in
tull possession of what the Bill proposes to do.
In the Loan Act of 1894, there was a sum of
£228,000 provided for the construction of a
railway from Southern Cross to the Coolgardie
goldfields; and an Act was subsequently
passed defining the route which that railway
sbould follow from the township of Southern
Cross Lo the other. Members will recollect
that the contract for this work was taken at o
sum very much below—I tkink [ may say
about one-half below—what it was estimated
the work would cost, circumstances having
ariser in conpection with the undertaking
which induced and enabled the contractors to
undertake the work at a much lower ratfe than
it could have been undertaken nnder ordinary
circumstances, Owing to the development
of our goldfields, the necessity has
now arisen for extending that railway
from Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie ; and, seeing
that we shall have sufficient moency left {out
of the £228,000 voted torthe linefrom Sowthern
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Crors to Coolgardie) to construct this extra
25 miles—that being the distance between
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie —the Government
have thought it right and wisc to ask this
House to approve of the provision which this
Bill contaitis, namely, that the item included
in the Loan Act of 1894, * Railway from
Seuthern Cross to Cuoolgurdic Goldfields
{exclusive of rolling stock) £228,000,” shall be
held to include the extension of the linc to
Kalgoorlie, We fully believe thers will be
sufficient money available to do this work ;
and, if the House ia in accord with the
Government in regard to the propesed ex-
tension, it will be the duty of the Government,
in & few days, to introduce a Bill defining the
routo of the proposed extension, and we shall be
in a position to proceced with the necessary
gurveys, und to do everything necessary to
enable us to go on with the work as soon as
the present line is completed to Coclgardie,
Sceing that itis generally adizitted by every-
one that thie Kulgoorlie line has to be con-
structed, it seews to me there is no good
abject to be served by any delay in undertak-
ing the work ; or, at any rate, in obtaining the
authority of Poriioment to proceed with the
work, g0 that the Government may be ina
position to let the contract as soon as they are
in possession of the railway from Southern
Cross to Coolgridie. 'I'he developments thatare
taking pluce on our goldfields inspire us with
every confidence that railway extemsion in
this part of the colony will have to be on o far
more exbtensive scale than the amall ex.
tension I am now asking the House
to approve. [ domnot, however, wish it tobe
understood for & mowent that this railway
forms any part of the fature policy of the
Government in regard to railway extensions
on our goldfields. We merely ask the House
to npprove of our constructing this short lins,
because we feel that there is o general opinion
prevalent that the railway should be carried
on to Kalgoorlie, and because we believe we
have sufficient money provided on the Loan
Act of Just session to enable us to undertake
this work. With these few words I beg to
move the second reading of the Bill,

My ILLINGWORTH : I have not the
slighteat intention of opposing the second
reading of this Bill, or of making any remarks
upon it ; bat [ would hike to have an assurance
from the Government that the necessary
preparation of the plans and surveys
for this railway will mot 1 any way
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cause till further delay in carrying out the
railway to Cue. [The Premier: Certainly
not.] There has already been a considerable
awmount of delay in connection with that rail-
way—adelay which it is very difficult.for people
to understand or comprehend. Of course, the
Works Department comprehend it, but, to any
one outside that department, it is utterily be-
yond people’s comprehension; und I want an
assurance from the Government that, in the
oevent of this Bill passing, the necessary
preparstions for the carrying out of this line
to Kalgoorlie will not cause any further delay
in carrying out the rnilway to Cue—a line
which is badly wanted.

Tue PREMIER: I am quite prepared to give
the hon. member that assurance.

Mg. GEORGE : Ishouldl ke toask the Gov-
ernment whetherthey consider that the amount
likely to he savad between the estimated
price of the Coolgurdie line and the contract
price of that work, will be safficient to enable
them {o equip that line, and also the line now
projected, with the necessary rolling stock.

The Premier: The amount vofed for the
Coolgardie line was exclusive of rolling stock.

Me. GEORGE : L'hen [ hope that some pro-
vision will be made for equipping these lines.
1 believe the Engineer-in-Chief estimated Lbat
he would require £137,000 worth of rolling
stock to equip our railways, but, at present, it
appears there is only £27,000 of that awmount
at the disposal of the department for this
purpose, leaving a defictency of £110,000.
That is on record, T believe, in & minute from
the Engineer-in-Chief. Although T would be
the last person to throw any ebestacle in the
way of carrying ont this railway to Kalgoorlie,
T should like to kmow what provision the
Government are poing to make to provide the
necepsary rolling stuck for this and othex
lines.

Mg. A. FORBREST : Before the Bill is read
a second time, T should like to say that I hope
the Gover iment, when they call for tenders
for this important line, will limit the time for
execnting the work to a few months, There
is no necessity whatever for giving the con-
tractor, whoever he may be, any longer than a
few wonths to build this short line. The
country to he traversed is level, and there
are no engineering difliculties, and there
is mno venson ian the world why the
country should lose the profit on  the
traffic between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, by
giving the contractor a looger time than
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necessury before he completes the line and
hands it over to the Government. Of the
pressing necessity for this extension there can
be no doubt. Kalgoorlie, in my opinion, is ag
important s mining centre as Coolgardie itself,
and the traffic on this line will be immense.
Therciore, I trust the Government will hurry
on with the work, and will not give the con-
tractor longer time than is absolutely necessary
to comploate the work. There is no reason
whatever why the contractor for theline from
Southern Cross to Coolgardic should have had
sach a long time in which to complete his
contract, thus depriving the colony from reap-
ing the benefit of the traffic on that important
line. 1 hope the same mistake will not be
committed in this instance. The distance
between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie is only 24
wiles, and [ hope the Commissioner of Rail-
ways will insist upon the contract being
carried ont without any unnecessary deluy,
even though the price should be a little
higher.

Mr. 8, P, SHOLL: The Governwment, in intro-
ducing a Bill for the construction of this rail-
way, are doing what they ought to bhave told
the House long ago, they intended doing ; in-
stead of allowing the first intimation which the
House, received of their intention to have come
through a telegram from Coolgardie, from a
private member. The Governent should
bave taken this House into their confidence,
insbend of leaving it to he House to discover
their intentions from a newspaper parigraph,
published on the nuthority of a private mem-
ber. I was in hopes that the hon. member who
has just snt down would have explained to the
House how he discovered what the intentions
of the Government were, with regard vo this
line, and upon what authority he made the
statements attributed to him in the telegrawnsg
referred to, which certainly contained the first
intimation I ever received tbat the Govern-
ment were going to huild this line. I think
this House is entitled to raceive such informa
tion before it is commuaicated to any private
member, while the House issitting,

M=. A. FoRrEST : Everyone knew ahout it.

Mg. R. F.SHOLL: The hon. member says
that everyone knew abvutit. I didn't know
about it, until Isaw the statement made by
the hon. member at some banguet on the
goldfields. I have been aconstant attendant
ia this House since the session opened, nnd I
know that no information ou the subject was
vouchsafed to members here; and the hon’
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member, when he made the announcement
which he did ut Coolgardie, must have ob-
tained some private information from the
Ministry, which is what I protest against, as
I think this House is first entitled to such in-
formation. When private informntion is
given to one particular member s
to the intention of the Government to
undertuke a railway to this or that part of the
colony, the member who receives that
information is placed in a position to take
undue advantage of such informution. [ do
not suy that such was the cuse in this inatunce ;
but it ig obvious that such a thiag is possible.
A member poasessed of such information, to
the exclusion of the rvest of the public, would
be in a positon to make use of it to his own
advantage, by speculating in land, or entering
into other speculntions, on the streugth of the
inforwution he possessed as to the intentions
of the Government to build o railway to a
particular locality. I hope that, in future, the
Ministry will act inore openly in these matters,
and take the House into theic conlidence, and
let it know of their intention when they
propose to undertake an importnnt work of
this kind,

1'he Paearier: We couldn’t do it, could we,
before we decided vurgelves what we proposed
doing ? :

Mr. K. ¥. SHOLL: 1t appears the hon,
member for Weat Kimberley knew all about
it.

The Paemier : All nonsense.

Mr. R. T. SBHOLL: It isn't all nonsense,
‘I'he first information this House veceived om
the subject wus contained in u telegram from
Coolgnrdie, attributing certain statements to
& private mewmnber of this House, who happened
to be travelling about the country.

‘'ae PreEMIER: The other statcuents, I
suppose, had us much foundrtion as this one.
They were all snid to be true the other day,
becanse they appeared in the newspapers;
although I have sincu stubed in this House
that they were absolutely untrue.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I know nothing about
that. Questions were uslked on the subject in
the House, on two occasions, as Lo whether the
statements were authorised, but the Premier
evaded those questions. With regard to the
proposed railway, I aiu glad the Government
have brought ia this Bill, and that it is true
they iutend to build this railway. WhenT
spokeon the Budget, I expressed un opirion
that this was a work that onght 1o L¢ under-
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taken ae quickly ns possible, and I am very
pleused to find that the Government intend to
procecd with it.

Me. SIMPSON : [, too, am very ¢lod indeed
to support this Bill, providing tor the exten-
sion of the rilway to Kalgoorlie. [ am glad,
alse, to recognise and acknowledge the desire
there hus been manifosted on the part of the
Government, lately, to recognise the require-
ments of the country in (his respect, und to
apypreciate the splendid way in which our gold-
fields ure opening out. I um glud also to wel-
come the statement which has emanated from
the P'remier, that the decision of the Govera-
ment to proceed with this line is not to be
nccepted as indicative of the future railway
policy of the Government. I only hopa that
when we receive an outline of that general
policy of the Government, that peculiarly
leaky vessel, the hon. wember for West
Kimberley, will not have an opportunity
of first announcing it to the country ; but that
the whole thing will be thoroughly ventilated
in this House, Lefore any hon. mewber has an
opportunity of disclosing the intentions of the
Government, over n glass of champagne, ut a
public gathering. With regard to the rail-
way now proposed to be cunstructed, it will
supply an urgent public want ; and I can only
emphasise the remark of the hon. member for
West Kimberley, und express a hope that
thore will not be a week, nor a duy, of
unnecessary delay in currying out the work,
s0 that the further development of our gold-
fields may bLe proceeded with as early as
possible.

Mr. MORAN: Tam not going to oppose
this Bill, of coutse ; bul [ may say that I have
just received a reguisition from Kalgoorlie
this evening, dated the 4th September
instant, asking me to urge upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of extending the railwuy to
that important centre. The requisition is the
outcome of a resolution passed at an in-
fluential weeting held in the district on the
27th. August, and I shall bave much pleasure
in replying to that requisition, and informing
my correspondents that 1 Lave beew successful
in having their wighes carried out, What-
ever muy be said aboub the action of the hon.
wewmber for West Kimberley in making the
statewments he did oun this subject at Kal-
goorlie, it appeats, frowm this requisition, that
the residents of the district did not attach
wnuch weight to the hon. inember’s statements,
or they would not have sent down this reguise-
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tion, urging me to bring the matter forward
in this House. There seena to buve been some
suspicion that after-dinner statements made
at a public banquet were not aitogether to Le
relied upon, and it may bave been thought
that they were wade by the hou. member in a
hazy moment,

Mr. A.ForrEsT : Jathe hon. memberin order
in insinuating that I spoke in s huzy woment ?

Me, MORAN : Well, we will say in a huppy
moment, under the influcace of postprandin iv-
spiration. In any case, it is very gratifying to
find that we are going to have this railway,
and I hope the work will be curried out as
speedily us possible. T wm sure that ail who
huve invested woney in property at Xalgoorlie,
and bought town lots thbere, will Le very
pleased te hear of the intention of the Guvern-
ment to undertuke this work, I am only sorry
I wns not aware of their intention enrlier, und
therefore was unable to take advantage of the
ennanced value which this railway will give
to property in that district,. Thot was my
misfortune, 1 suppose; bui being detained
down nere on other business I could not  well
geb away.

Mg. LOTON: [ am very glad to be able to
suppert this Bill, I think the country is
fortunate in being uble to have this 25 miles
of extrn railway constructed out of the sum
ellotted for the line from Southern Cross to
Coolgardie. 1 think this should afford us
canse for cousiderable satisfaction; but, to
complete that satisfaction, it would be well if
the Premier could inform us that thie line will
be thoroughly equipped with the amount of
money that is available for this exfension.

THe PREMIER : The amount in the Loun Act
was for the railway alone, “exclusive of rolling
stock.” Rolling stock is provided for
separntely.

Mxr. LOTON : I hope we shall have spme
further information on that point when we go
into committee on the Bill. It would not be
a p'eansunt thing to have a railway constructed
and have no roiling stock to equip it. It has
been intimaled by the hon. member for the
Murray that neurly the whole of the awount
voted for vollng stuck for our railways has
been exhausted, and, if that isso, aud no pro-
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has greeted this little Bill, and in the satis-
faction that is felt on all sideant the announce-
ment of the Governwment that they propose to
expedite the construction of a railway which,
it is geverully -acknowledged, will sapply an
urgent want. ‘The Premier has told us that
this work must not be taken ns a forelasle of
the Government’s future railway policy aa
regurds our goldficlds. But it givus me a fore-
taste of it ; and I am perfectly convinced
that, before many years have lapsed, we
ghall have this railway extended scores
of wiles Leyond where it is proposed to take it
now, What particular divection the extension
way take, it may perhape be premature atpre-
sent to predict, but the probabilily is that it
will bemotre or less in an vasterly direction,
and thut it will largely tend to cpun np the
aurifcrous resources of the country., These
new lines of railwny, when they extend be-
yound their last terminus, become nother
starting points for fnture extensions; and, in
this way, they coutribute to the development
of our goldfields, in all directious, and so help
ko enable this colony to claim the proud dis-
tinction of being one of the greatest gold.pro-
ducing countries in the world. T do not think
it is necessary to suy any more on the subject,
except Lo again congratulute the Government
upon their determination to earry out a work
which, | think, most of us who have thought
anybhing about the subject, recognise us one
of urgent necessity,

Tug COMMISSIONEE OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H.W.Venn) : With reference S0 what has
fallen frow the hon. member for the Swan, as
tothe rolling stock, 1 may say that there is a
sum of £40,000 on the Lslimates for that
purposy, to supplement the amount already
voted, and we anticipute that the provision
made in this respect will be somewhere near
the mark, though of course it is almost im-
possible for the Government Lo foresee what
developments may take place in coanection
with the requirements of the country in the
wuy of rolling stock. T only hope it will be
found that the amount we huve provided will
not Le sufficient. I think it is to be fervently
hoped it will not be suflicient to meet our
future requirements. It will be o matter for

vision is mude for equipping this new line, the | sincere congratulation should we find that,
satisfastion we feel in view of the fact that the | owing to the expansion of our railway traffic,
work is to be undertaken will be considerably | further provision will Le necessary in the wuy

discounted.
Mg MARMION : T have much pleasure in
joining in ihe churus of congratulation which

1

|

of providing additional volling stock for our
railways. The hon. member for the Murray ie
quite right when he saye that a large portion
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of the money voted for this purpose has
already been, so to speak, ©* ear-marked.” Tt
hus. not nctunlly beer expended, but the
linbnlity hoas DLeen incurred, and the rolling
stuck haa Leen ordered. But it is anticipated
that the ndditional £40,000 provided on the
Estimnles wiil suffice to enable us to meet vur
present requirements, though, na I have
already said, L sincerely hope it mnay not be the
cade,

Motion put and passed.

Bill read u sccond time, and cominitted.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1.—* lixtension of Bailway to Kal-
goorlie

B GEOQORGE expressed satisfuction with
the assurance uf the Commis-1oner of Railways
with regard o an ample provision of volling
sloclk, but said he could not accept the assur-
anee that the additiowal £40,000 on the
Estimates of consolhidated revenuve womld be
suflicient to meet even the immediato require-
ments of the railways. It was on record (as he
had alrendypointed out) thatthe Enginser-in-
Chief had estimated that £137,000 would be
required for rolling slock on projecled railways
the colony, whereas only £27,000 remained
unexpended und available for the purpoec;
therefore, when the Commissioner of Railwaya
now assared the committeg that the addi-
tional £10,000 provided inthe annual Estimates
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tailways unless & proper equipmieat wos pro-
vided.

Mgz. LOTON said he did not know where the
hon. member got his information that the
only amount of money available and uoexpend-
¢d for additional rolling stock wasg £27,000.
If that was the amount left, he (Mr, Loton)

. would usgume that the other portion of the

* from England to arrive in a short time.

would be sufticient to furnish rolling stoek for -

the railways in existence, and the new lines
authorised, thut assurance was more than he
(Mr. George) could grasp. Proper mubage-
ment and foresight should provide beforehand
for the expected increase of traffic. The
amount of traffic on the railway to fouthern
Crosa should have heen sufficient to give the

data us to what quantity of relling stock would

be required on the Coolgnrdie line now under
construction, and ou this proposed extension
to Enlgoorlie. In fact, the Commissioner of
Railways had in his pessession a minute which
stated the amount of rolling stock that would
be required for working the line to Coolgurdie.
1t was absurd to say the £40,000 extra which
was being provided in the annual Estimates
would be suflicient for the traflic by the time
the line to Kalgoolee was open.

Twe Fremier : 1t is only 25 miles more.,

Mz. GEORGE said the trafic both ways
meant an extr distance of 30 wiles, and the
difference in the relling stock required would
be considernlde. it was useless to build more

Loun vote for this purpose had been cxpended
upon rolling stock which. hnd been ordered
He
understood the Commissioner of Railways to
suy the two sums together—the vote out of
Loan and the vole out of the annual Estimates
—would be sufficient to equip the line to
Coolgardic, and sufficient also to enable the
Department to proceed with the extension to
Kalgoorlie. Still he (Mr. Loton} doubted
very wuch whether there would notbe a larger
sum required for rolling stock, even hefore
the next scasion of Parlinment,

The COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W, Venn) eaid he had not intended
to say, und had not understood the Premier
to eay, just now, that the amount of money
provided for rulling stock in the Loan Act and
the further amount proposed in the annual
Egtimantes, would Lievnough to cowplete the
equipment of the railway extepsion to Kal-
goorlie. He (the Commissioner) thought it
probable that for completing the equipment
of the extension to Kalgoorlie more money
would be required; in fact, this Bill did
not dem! with the equipment at all,
but he might say that with the amount of

i rolling stock now ordered, the line would be

fully equipped for working to Coolgardie, and
the 25 miles extra to Kalgoorlic would not
make 8o large a difference in the regquired
rvolling stock as if that were a hranch line. As
to making provision for all poseible require-
wments, it was batier for the country that the
ordeving of rolling stocl should be a little
behindhand, thun that rolling stock should ba
ordered in quantities larger than the traffic
might require, as was done hy the colony of
Victoria, in the anticipation of traffic that
never came,  Rolling stock ran into very large
fiswres. The Engineer-in-Chief and the
Goverament were most anxious to have these
goldfie’ds railwaya properly and efficiently
equipped,

Mg. k. F. SHOLT said that, judging by the
repurt of the Engineer-in-Chief, it would not
be wise to defer for a long time the ordering
of the required volling stock for the: extenasion
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to Kalgoorlie, because the making of Lhe
engines, ete., ogeupied o copsiderable time.

Tap CommissioNer or Ramwaye: Twelve
months between the arder and the delivery in
this colony.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said the Eogiueer-in-
Chief, in bis recent repert. referred to the
ordering of rolling stock as follows:—* The
* esfimated increase in revenue on the rail-
“ways for the year 1894.5, .n8 compared

“with 1893-¢4 was £79,436, and the
“additivnal  rolling stock provided for
“would have been guite sufficient to

“meet that but the actual increase was
* £155,436, and, by consequence, the rolling
“ gtock has been, and is still, sowewhat inade-
“guate, The condition of the mafter at pre-
“gent is, that we have rolling’ stock under
“order in Eugland to the extent of about
* £54,000 -(vonsisting of 7 locomotives, 24
“ passenger corringes, and ironwork for 160
* waggons), nearly all of which was indeuled
“for as far back ns Januwry, 1895, but none of
“ it has arrived here yet. Thore are alse for-
“ ther indeunts for rolling stock, now in course
“of preparation, to the extent of ubout
¢ £100,000, in anticipation of votes of Parlia-
“ment during the present session; and, us
“‘regards this, L wny say that the Govern-
*“went hns throughout taken full advantage
*of tho money provision for rolling stock, and
““hagin gome cazes even exceeded ibt; pos-
“sibly not so in actua) expanditure, but cer-
“tainly so in ioeurving liabilities.” [t ap-
peared from this extract that the Engineer-in-
Chief wuna looking abead, and had made
aunple provision for rolling stock for the pro-
posed railways. The Ageni-General in Lon-
don might bo asked to expedite, as for 2s he
could, the completion of the orders for rolling
stock, so as to keep pace with the rapid deve-
lopment in the railways of the colony.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF ERAILWAYS
(Hon. ¥. W. Venn) said the Agent-Genoral
was uot to blame in that matter, for the fact
was thut, if an order for locomotives were
sent to England, it was hardly possible to get
them completed and delivered in this
colony in less than twelve months.
IT  engines of a certain specified type
were ordered, upon & tender received,
those engines would not be delivered heie in
less than twelve or fifteen wonths. Ot vonrse,
it would be practicable to order, say from
Beyer and Peacock, engines of a type they
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might be delivered in this colony within a few
months ; but that courze would lLe departing
from the usual praectice, which was to ovder
engines of a specified type. The better plan,
and the wsuil une, was for the Government to
to call for tendere for rolling stock, upon plans
wnd specificutions ; in which cuse the
time occupied was about twelve months be-
tween the date of order and the delivery in
this colony. Therefore, to provide rvolling
stock by ordering it twelve months ahead of
actnal requirements was o long time to provide
for in ndvance of the trafic. Some 3,000 tons
of rolling stock ordered in Januury last were
now on the way out or being shipped, and
sowe of it was expected to arrive in 2 mouth's
thine from the present. The supplying of this
order, therefore, was occupying less than
12 months ; though, in fact, the Govermment
hud endeavored to got these engines delivered
ae early as possible.

Mg, GEQRGE said he koew it was possible
to call for tenders for auy type of locomotive
engine in England, and get the finished article
delivered in this coliny within six montha
from the date of calling for tenders. This
hud been done by o private firm, in ordering
engines made by Beyer and Pencock; and, if
the Governmeat of this celony had the neces-
sury foresight, in having drowings prepured,
and forwarded to the Ageni-General, they
could get orders for enginea completed
within the same short tiwe. Not only the
people on the goldfielda, but the agricultural
districts, und eveu the mercantile community
in Perth and TFremanble, were asking for
more trucks, and conld not get them. ‘the
Governwent shouid grapple with this serious
difficulty by ordering too much rather than
too little rolling stock.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the hon. member for the Murray
evidently knew nothing aboul Estimuates, and
it was not clear that he knew much aboub the
ordering of locomotive engines to he made in
England. A fow years ago, when he (the
Atlorney-General) wus visiting Eugiand, and
was calling at the Agent-Generat's office in
Londun, instruction was rveceived frowm this
colony fo send oul, as soon as possible, certain
railway engines, Buatat that t.me the mukers
were busy, and Beyer and Peacack, as well as
unother of the largest firms, ahsolutely refused
to tender, hecause their hands were so full of
work. They would not uhdertake to make

usually had in stock or were lmaking, and these | the engines within twelve months, and suid
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they could not possibly do the work iu less
than eighteen months. Therefore, it was not
likely that private firms in this colouy, as
alleged iy the member for the Mureny, counld
get engines made to order and delivered here
withineix montha, when averthey choseto doso.

Mg, JLLINGWORTH said the Attorney-
Gencral might not krow, but could nscertuin
by inquiry, that in Great Britain a system
existed mmmong certain of the manufacturers of
raibway rolling stock, by which they pledged
themselves not to tender for a certain time;
by which meane thoy endeavored, as in the
cage of dealing with the Victorian Govern-
meut to get tendersaceepted at p octicully
theirownprice. That was o knock-out arranyge-
ment, for obtuining o higher price. Kuowing
this was the practice, he would strougly sup-
purt the suguestion of the Comwissioner of
Railwuys, that the best course for this celony
would be thut the Governmnent should rely on
respectable firms, and order the goods as they
required them. Uy doing so, the Governmeut
would get hetter value for their money, and
obtain a better quality of article. Asa wmatter
of fact, the work was not done cheaper or better
as & result of the tender system, Speaking on
the question of rolling stock, he might say that,
when in another colony, he had held the
opinion that merchants and others were crying
out for (rucke und other rulling stock, they
should be provided nt any cost. Time had,
however, showed this to be an error for the
reuson 1lhat when the trafic went off, the
colony would be burdened with alarge cxpense
for useless rolling stock. It wounld have great
piles of rolling stock lying idle, and the people
would be continually paying interest on what
was not producing one penny of revenue. This
wag the experience of Victoria, and he would
nob like to see the same experiment repeated
in this colony. So far, it appeared 1o him, the
Railway Departinent was coping with the
necessities of the trafic very well indeed, and,
while of this opinion, he would not do any-
thing which would rush the colony into buying
what might prove unnecessary rolling stock
thus burdening the railways and the people
with a serious aunusl charge tor interest.

Mr. MORAN did oot think theve
wags mwuch likelihood of the Government
committing un ervor in this matter, even if
they were to vroceed with large orders for
rolling stock.
line, and, afterwurds, the line to Kalgoorlie,
simmp’y weant nn c¢uormous sddition to the
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trafic on our railways. At Kalgoorlie there
were very strong eompanies formed, and all
weare ready to work, but for the fact that they
had been unable to get their machinery
brought on to the fields. There were thou-
sunds and thousunds of tons of machinery
ready o be earried to Coolzardie and to Kal-
goorlie, as soon as the two lines were opened ;
und mining was by far too important an in-
dustry for its development to be checked
owing to any insufliciercy of rolling stock,
when the railways were in u position to carry
the goods. ‘Thera was not the slightest
necessity to warn the Commissioner of Ruil-
ways agaiost going too far with his orders for
trucics, engines, and other requirements; and
he trusted the hon. gentleman would see that,
for some yeurs to come at any rate, it would
e imposaible for the rolling stock at the
command of the department to meet the
heavy demunds which would be made upon it
by tbe opening up of lines to the various
goldfields.

Clause agreed to,

Clause 2—Short title:

Put and passed.

Preamble and title: -

Put und passed.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

ECCLESIASTICAL GRANT ABOLITIUN
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): Sir,

I am sure the Bill which I now have the
honor of asking the House to reand a second
tiwe is regarded, and properly regarded, as an
important one. The subject matter is one
that, on many occasions I regret to say, has
bheen the cause of differences of opinion in
thie House. I rejoice, however, in the fact
that, if we pass this Bill row, we shall
dispose of u question with which we have
bad to deal in this House every year
wlmosat, for & great number of years. It will
be satisfactory to know that, in dealing with
the question ic the way it is now brought
{forward, we shall succeed in effectnally dis-
posing of it for the future. [ think, Sir, that
this measure which I have the honor to intro-
duce this afternoon, muy safely be suid to he
one of the results of selfg-overnment having
There is ne
doubt—notwithstanding what some may say
about the wisdom of the course—there is no
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doubt that legislation in thiscoluny trends, in
a great mensure, in the direction of the legis-
lation which has found a place on the statnte
books of the Eastern colonies. I do not myself
know whether it is alwnys wise for us to too
closely follow the examples of the other colonies.
Asa matter of fact, [ do not think we should be
in too muchof ahurry to copy them in many of
the measures they have adopted. The fact
remaing that we have been doing n great deal,
of late years, to bring ourselves pructically
into line with the other Australian colonies
on many of the more important social and
political questions of the day. We have now
in this colony the same Constitution as the
other colonies, and, when we pass the Elec-
toral Bill now on the table of the House, we
shall have an electoral law almost dentieal
with the Inws in force in the other colonies,
and more particularly with the law existing
at the present time in Queensland. In other
political questions, also, we are rapidly
bringing ourselves into line with the more
advanced legislation of the sister colories,
This is not to be wondered af, when we con-
sider that a larga number of the people who
form the population of this country to-day,
are those who have come from other parta of
Australasin, We know there is a desire,
and has been for years paat, on the
part of many members in this House,
that there should be no direct subsidy
of religion by the State; and this Bill is
one which brings us inte line with Awus-
tralian sentiment and Australian thought on
this particular question. Tn no other colony,
at the présent time, is there any direct subsidy
by the State to religion. [ am of the opinion
that the action we have taken, or rather the
action we propose t0 ask the House tv take,
may be regarded as o very wise one, because,
nlihough it is difficult in this community, or
any other community, to estimate the great
and good work the Churches huve been doing,
or the grent influences for good they have
exercised, there is a growing feeling that it
will be hetter for the Churches themselves to
depend for their support upon their own
followers, rather than upon any subsidy from
the State. Now, Sir, it would be very ensy
for me, if I so deaired, to say a very great deal
on this question generally, and T have no
doubtthesame thing could besaid by other hon.
members of this House. No doubt, a great
deal can be said in favor of the State assisting
the Chrisline Churches in this country, or in
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any country, and there are many who could
doubtless advance valuable reasons why the
Ecclescinstical Grapt in this eolony shounld be
continued, There can be no doubt about this,
that the Goverpment of any country and the
Christian Churches of that country are in-
terested together in thesame way, to a large
degree. The State wants good, law abiding,
honest, and honorable citizens, ond the
Churches seek to teach men to brcome so,
to be juat and npright, and to do their duty
towards their neighbor as well a8 to do their
duty towards their God. The Church and
the State are generally supposed to be able to
help one another more than any other
institutions that eould be named, and there
is no doubt ihis ia so. Im all the older
countries of the world we find the old-estab-
lished Churches and the State working hand
in hand. The Churches teach their followers
to be satisfied with their lot, to be honest,
straightforward, and honorable 1vn ; and this
isthe very class of citizens that the State reguires
in order to carry on the work of the country.
Tt is mot suvrprising, therefore, whea the ques-
tion is stodied, to find that in all the older
countries of the world there is always a great
deal of sympathy and wmoral assistance given,
not only by the State to the Churches, hut also
by the Churches to the State. The time haa
arrived, however, when the monetary ussist-
ance hitherto given by the Statein this colony
to the Churches must cease, in so far as any
contribution out of the public funda is con-
cerned. What wo have to do with this Bill
now before the House is to tuke care that, in
bringing the monetary nasistance of the State
towavds religion to an end, we do a0
m what I might terin a fair, equitable,
and liberal

manner. [t iz very sabis-
factory indeed to know that, in dealing
with this matter, the Bill now before

the House meets with the npproval of all the
religions bodies concerned, nnd, thut bemng the
case, I think we may take it for granted that
it will meet with the approval of tne great
majovity of the people of the colouny, for,
with the exception of the Cengregntionalists.
and one or two other less numerous bhodies,
the mojority of the population are comprised
withio the folds of the four de:ominations
mentioned in the schedule of the Bill. Fortu-
nately, also, we ars dealing with this question
at a time when the finances of the couatry are

in n sound condition, when everything is
. prosperous, when everything is peaceable, und
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when there is a general good feeling among all
classes, existing, perhaps, to a greater extent
thna ever before in the history of this colony.
Spenking for the Government, Sir, I may say
that our desire in this matter is to act liber-

olly towards the Churches, and our proposnls
are aet forth in the schedule of the Bill. We

propese to give each of the Churches
mentioned in  the schedule a sum
equal toe ten times the abnual grant

which they have been receiving for eo many
years. It will be observed that the total
amount of the commutation is £35,000, which
it is proposed to distribute to the various de-
nomintions as follows:—

£ s. d.
Church of England 20,042 5 0
Roman Catholics 10,085 17 6
Wesleyans 3,686 14 2
Presbyterinns ... 1,615 3 4

£35430 0 ©

What makes the step we are now takinga
more pleasant one, iz the foct that we are
aware that we are moving in o wuy that meets
with the eoncurrence of all the Churches in-
terested. They are all satisfied, I believe,
with the provosals embodied in this Bill, and
I am happy to think that they consider that
Parlinment is treating them in a fair, and
even in a liberal spirit. So far as the amount
proposed o be given is concerned, some may
consider it even too liberal, while others
perhaps may regard it as too small. I think
if we are to ercr at all In this matier,
it ia much better that we should err on the
right side, — on the aide of libernlity.
We must remember that we are bringing this
Grant to an end—I will not say by force, bul
without asking the consent of the Churches to
the arvangement.

Mz. R. F. SnosL: There is no reason why
we should.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : The
hon. wember can arguethat point presently. I
say that when a privilege has been enjoyed by
an individual or by & public body for a number
of years, we have no right whatever to take it
away, unless some compensation is given in its
place. We are now changing the policy of
this country in regard to this Ecclesiaatical
Gmat. Wo have decided to deprive the
Churches of that aid which they have received
for wany yeors past, and, so far as I am con-
cerned, [ say that we rhould deal most liberally
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with those who have received this Grant from
the State during the last half a century. It has
heen euggested thut the Governmant should
keep some control cver the expeunditare of
the money that it is propesed to pay the
Churchesin lien of the Grunt, in order that we
may be able to sce to what abjects the mooey
is being applied. But I altogether dissent
from that view of the matter. I believe in
allowing the Chuvches to manage their own
business, in their own way; and that for the
Government to maintain a control over the
expenditure of the compensatioh money would
be to perpetunte the systemn of State aid to reli-
gion, instead of bringing it to an end. [ believe
that the Churches are eagacious enough, and
single-minded enough, to be quite able to look
after their own interests, and to invest thia
money in the way that would be most herpefi-
ctal; and [ do not think it would be to their
interests, or to the interests of the country,
for anyone ¢lse, or for the State, to exercise
any control whatever over this money. Itake
it that, in granting the proposed compensation,
we are ab once and for ever making u complete
severance between the State and the Church,
Ithink that we may congratulate ourselveaon
what T may consider the cauuses, Lo some ex-
tent, which have given us an opporbunity of
removing from the pelitical arena, and remov-
ing from our political path, one of those
vexed subjects which so often give rise to
religions dissension in the community. We
want to live in peace, as & community, without
religioua disturbances or religious strife.
"This lcelesiastlical Grant has heen the subject
of a great deal of dissemsion in this House.
Every year we have had un adverse vote pro-
posed by sowe hon. member who does not
consider that sone of the Churches should
receive that aid from the State which other
Churches leel that they cannot gonscientiously
receive. I am very glad that we are
now able to see our way to move in this matter,
in a direction that ia not likely to do any
wrong or injury to the Churches, while we
ghall, at the same time, be alle to remove
from the political arena a subject which is
culeulated to give rise to a considerable
amount of dissension, and acrimonious dis-
cusgion, in this House., Apd I hope that, inn
few days, we shall be nble to remove from the
political road and the political arena another
sabject, which recently has cansed even a great
deal more trouble than the Ecclesiastical Grant
throughout the length and breadih of this
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country. I refer to the Education question.
T hope that both of these controversial quss-
tions will be cemoved From our political path,
and that in the futare we shall be able to go
on with practical legislation without being in-
terrapted by hon. members bringing wup
religious matters for discussion in this House,
Aa T said before, [ rejoice that these qnestions
are now abvut to be dealt with by the Houae,
because it srems to we that we shall be able
to deal with themn now ina manner that will
be acceptable bo those particularly interested,
nnd that no i1l feeling will be left behind,
becaunse, if ill feelidg shonld b: left behind,
I should feel that our work was only half done.
There is ancther thing T would like to point
out with regard to this money cowpensation
for the withdrawal of the Ecclesiastical
Grant, and it is this: jn giving the comnpensa.-
tion to the Churches we arenct giving it to
persons who will use it improperly, or to
persons who will take it out of the country
and use it in another country. Wearegiving
it to thoss who will use it for the best pur-
poses, namely, towards the making of the
citizens of this country good men nnd good
women. Therefore, I take it that Lhis House
will support the Government in dealing fairly
and liberally with the Churches, now that the
Ecclesinstical Grant is to be abolished. Tt is
unnecessary for me to dilate on the subject,
and, with these few words, 1 wmove, Sir, that
this Bill be now rend a seconi time.

Mr. RANDELL : T havenot come prepared to
address myself at length upon the Bill before
the House, Lut I should like to express the

- satisfaction I feel that we huve now reached a
stage in our political life which I have desired
for many years to reach, nam:ly, the wboliticn
of the Ecclesiastical Grant. I belong to a
denomination—the Cungregationalists—which
has been established in Perth for the last 50
years, and in Fremantle for ten years, and
which has, consistently, throughout the whole
of those periods, refused te accept money
belonging to the State, inasmuch as the
members of that Church felt that it would he
conbrary to their religions views and religions
principles for them to accept funds belonging
to the whole community, for the promualgation
of the tenets of their own particular fuith. I
am very glad that the Government bhas ut Inat
proposed to withdraw State aid altogether

from religion, und, in doing 80, 1 mm sure the
House will agree that the Government have !

made a proposal which is libéral,—I may say
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generous,—and that the Churches will admit
it to be ro, seeing that the Grant might have
been removed by the vote of i hostile House,
without any compensation at all.  Such a step
would, however, in my opinivn, have been
improper, aspecially ns the Churches, baving
been accustomed to enjoy the grant for a more
or less number of years, have, to some extent,
come to rely upon it. HBut I believe thut the
withdrawal of the Grant, and the payment of
the compensgation which the Bill proposes in
licu of the Grant, will be n step that will be
found tobe in the interests of the Churches
themselves, and in the interests of the’
general community. 1 do not think I shall
be disappointed in the expectution that the
Churches in question will rise to the occasion,
and that their members will see that it is
their duty to support their Churches out of
their own pockats, nnd that they will do so
cheerfully and liberally. I do nmot think there
nead be any fear in nny person’ mind that
the Churches will suffer because this Grant
has been withdrawn frem the denowminations
which now participats in il. [ hope, Sir, that,
ag the members of those Churches have becn
more or lees energetic in the past, they will
still be wore energetie in the future, in order
to take carethat the Church revenues shall
not suffer. At thesame time, the House, by
voting the sum nsked for by the Govermneut
to be puid as compensation for the tuking away
of the Grant, will relieve the mambers of those
Churchoe from a feeling of injury, and will
also stimulste them to recognise thut their
best fricnds desire to aid them, in their best
interests, and in the hest interests of the
country, While 1 am spenking upon this
sabject, I may say that [ trust that, in the
future administration of ‘onstitutional
Government in this colony, we shall not commit
another great errer, that is, of making largo
graats of land to the various Churches, for
such grants really constitute endowments,
perpetnal endowments. I wnay say that, at
one time, T refused on behalf of the Congre-
gational hody, o geant of land for a echurch, or
a winister's residence. or schoof, although,
perhaps, I moy not be able to logicully
establish my position in having dune go, for T
think that there is no wore acceptable use for
a Crown grant of land than for one of the
purpoges referred to. But 1 hold that the
givingof grants of Crown lund would constitute
a permanant endowment,and T trust no Church
which is at present in existence, or any other
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that may come into existence, will ever receive
such an endowment from the State, for, in
my vpinion, such & grant would be neither
necessary wor wise.. I should not huve risen
to speak on this matter except to express a.y
extreme gratificntion that the Bill has been
brought forward, und that we are now within
mensurable distance of seeing the end of thie
Ecclesiastical Grant, and in what I regard as
s very satisfactory manrer. Tonly trust thai
the sums of money named in this Bill will be
accepted by the various Churches in the
apirit in which they are given. I believe it
will be go. I nm glad that the Premier has
referred to the snggestion that has been made
tohim, that the Government should comtrol
the expenditura of the money that is to be
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disbursed by the Churches, under the pro- *

vigions of this Bill. T think that would be
utterly inconsistent and incorapatible with
the proposed abolition of the Grant. You must
trust the varions bodies to manage their own
affairg in their own way; and I feel certain
that the governing bodies of the respective
churchesare competent to do so with discretion.
Bir, I hope that the passing of thia Bill will be
a step towards binding the people of this
colony together in a feeling of amity towards
each other, in order that they mny work
together for the hest interests of the conntry.

Me. R. F. SHOLL : I would not have ven-
tured to speuk upon this Bill but for the re-
mark of the Premier that we should not take
away, by force, privileges which the Churches
have enjoyed for so long a time, that they
have ncquired a certain vested interest in this
Ecclesinstical Grant. I deny that, because
Churches hive been assisted for fifty years,
they therefore have vested intereste in this
Grant, and huve acquired the privilege of
having it continued, On the contrary, as the
Churches have enjoyed this ussistance for so
long, that is oue reason why they should be in
a position by this time to do without it. There
are only four Churches which have had ashare
of the vote, namely, the Roman Catholie, the
Wesleyan, the Charch of England, and the
Presbyterian ; though T donotsece why other
Churches, such agthe Jewish, or other denomi
nations, should npot have participated in it.
Not having done a0, I think they are all the
more entitled %o consideration now. The
House will 2lso remewber that we have given
very valuable grants of Innds to different re-
ligions bodies iu this colony, and I agree with
the hon. member for Perth that there should
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be no more such grants. I think the hands of
the Government should be strengthened by
the House passing n distinct resolntion
agninat any further grants of this kind, [An
Hown. MemBER : You move it.] T think that
the members of all religions bodies shenld be
prepared to support their own Churches with-
out any aid from the State, as the mem-
bera of some denominatione support
theirs. Al should be treated alike.
Where is the line to be fairly drawn, as to
which faith is to have aid from the Govern-
ment, and which is not? A little while ago
one of the religious bodies—that is to say the
members were religious from their point of
view (Mahommedans)—asked the Government
for a grant of land upon which to build a
place of warship; but they id not get it,
though, logically speaking, it might be argued
they were just as much entitled to it as any
other body, however much we may disagree
with their religious views. I think the pro-
posed vote is a very liberal one—perhaps too
liberal; and, if any hon. member will move
that it be reduced, I shall support the moticn.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : I have pleasure in
supporting this Bill, and, before it passes
through all its stages, I think that two things
should be stated. Tt has been said, and it has
been reiterated by the Premier this evening,
that one of the reasons why the State should
contribute towards the Chorches is that
religion has so much to do with the mainten-
ance of order and good Governmment. Now I
desire to express distinetly my conviction
that the Choreh has a higher mission than
simply to be a wheel in the Government
machinery of the country. Though I have
gpoken in this, and in another colony,
against the Ecclesiastical Grant, I have done
so through no lack of appreciation of the
great work the Church bas to do and is doing,
but solely because I desire to separate that
work from the machinery of the Government.
The House should recognise the danger of
establishing grants of this kind—a Grant
which bas now been continued so long that
the Churches claim it as nright. Butitis'not
a right; it is a gift. The country is, in thiscase,
having the experience of a private individual
who has charitably befriended a person for a
certain length of time, until the vecipieat for-
gets to be grateful, and Jooks upon the
help given him as ussistance which he has a
perfect right to claim. The propesal of the
Governmeni is more than liberal ; it is gener-



Ecclestastical Grant.

ous, in the amount of the proposed compensa-
tion—generous in the oxtreme. Whether it
i3 just is another question, und T will not
stop to discussit. Buk, when this question
wng discnssed in aunother colony, the ilecision
arrived at was that the Grant should be
gradually reduced, at the vate of 10 per cent.
per annum, till it finally ceased. Now, if this
principle were applied to our Ecclesiasticnl
Grant, the amount which the Churches would
receive in any one year, and during the next
eleven years, would amount to £15,300. Any
person having the handling of money knows
that it is a very different thing to reecive
say £20,000 fo.dny or to receive .£30,000
divided into ten years, or in equal payments
extending over ten or eloven years. A grant
of £20,000 to-day is practically double
whai it would be, if it were spread
over ten or olevem yeurs. Now, the
Government proposal is to give £35,000
to the Churches, and I want to em.
phasise this, because I hardly agree with the
view that has been expressed by the Premier
andby the hon. member for Perth. T emphasise
the trne value of the vote, in the desire and
the expectation that, when the Bill has heen
passed, the Churches will see that they have
heen dealt with generously, and that they will
receive this gift ne full and complete satisfae-
tion for any deficiency which may arise out of
the withdrawal of the Grant. T want to
emphasgise the value of the vote, in order that,
if possible, we wmay arrive af a permanent
settlement of this qaestion. If this amount
of £35,000 18 given to the Churches in o lump
sum, instend of the compensations being paid
to the Churches on the basis approved
of in Victorig, the amounnt is” eguivalent to
£60,00:4, hecause the £35,000 properly invest-
ed will, with interest and principul, have
yiclded £60,000 in eloven yenrs time.
Therefore, [ think it will be genervally recog-
nised that we now propose to deal most
liherzlly with the Churches in this matter,
becanse, if the alternative propesal of a 10 per
cenf. reduction, extending over ten years, had
heen agreed npon, all that the Churches would
have received would have heen £16,000, where-
as it is now proposed to give them £35,000. 1
wish to emphaasise thia point: I do hope the
religions bodies which are interested in this
Grant will recognise that hon, members, in
agreeing to pay them thut large amount, have
stretched their liberality and their generosity
to ihe fullest possible extent; thut, in voting
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for the payment of this £35,000 we feel that
we are more than generous, sud that, so far ns
the country is concerned, the nction ¢f Parlia-
ment in granting this sam may even he re.
garded asa little more than strict justice.
But [ am inclined to think, as the Premier
thinks, that it is better to err on the side of
generogity in this cuse, than to err on the side
of niggnrdliness. Therefore [ propose to vote
for the second reading of the Bill.

Mg. SIMPSON: I heartily welcome the in-
troduction of this Bill io abolish the anunal
Ecclesiastical Grant,  As hon. mcmbers hawa
pointed out, it will determine once and for all
the vexed question which has cropped up in
this Hounse, yenr after year, as to whether
there should be State aid to religion or not, T
have little donbt myself but that the abolition
of this nssistance will operate in the interests
of the religious bodies themselves. So fur ns
I know, from personal observalion, increused
animation, and a desire to more faithfully
accowmplish their public duties, has heen
apparent 1n regard to all religions hodies, in
every part of the world, na soon as they become
emancipated from State aid. It appears, also,
that the atmosphere in which kindred bodies
exist in this colony is not congeniai to robust
growth, when this State aid is depended upon.
The traditions of the Churches in other landa
are largely inherited, butin Aunstralio if seems
to me that in the evolution of the question of
State aid to religion, we find that the most
setive and useful work is dome in those
Churches whose vitality is premoted without
any assistance from the State.

Tue CoMMISSIONER OF RATLWAYS: No!

Mgz. SIMPSON : I think the hon. gentleman
will find that the most netive religions bodies,
and those which are asccomplishing the most
good, are thoge which have hecn longest aman-
cipated from Stateaid. Idounotknow thatinnoy
assemblage of legislatorsin Australia, I have
heard more distinct recognition of the work
of these bodies cxpressed than has heen ex-
pressed in this Assembly ; and, in addition to
the words of praise which we have so liberally
bestowed upou them in the past the Bill now
before the Honse shows in a practical! manner
that we heartily appreciate the work which
the Chnrches are doing. If we are committing
an error in granting so large w sum as £35,000
to these bodies, we are erring on the side of
liberality, and so far as I am eoncerned,
though perhaps conscious that we are erring
in that direction now, I am prepared fo snp-
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port the second reading of this Bill, which °
will remove from onr path a very big bone of
contention.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. I. W. Venn): While listening to the
speech of the Hon, the Premier in moving the
second reading of this Bill, [ was struck with
what he said regarding the march of thought
in coomection with this question of the
Eecclesciastical Grant. 1 remewber that, when
I first entered this House, I wns one of two
or three members who protesied ngainst the
conlinnance of State aid to religion, and we
divided the House, year after year, when the
annual vote was discussed, in order to record
our opposition to it. I am glad now tofind that
the House recognises the principle we were
then fighting for, because 1 feel that the
Churches themselves will benefit eventually
by the abolition of thizs annual grant-in-aid,
und the pubstitution of the lump sum of
£35,000, distributed under the conditions
proposed by the Bill now under consideration.
Being a member of the Government my
mouth hns been practically closed on this
question for the last five years, although my
collesgues knew all along that I held very
strong opinions concerning it. T agree with
what the hon, member for Nannine has said
in regard to the question of gradually dimin-
ishing the Grant year by year, at the rate of
ten per cent.; and, if I remember rightly, that
gugpgestion originally came from the hon.
member for Geraldton. Although T believe,
now that that would be the more preferable
course to tnke, and I should have supported
any proposal embodying that idea, still, it
is iny intention (seeing that the House ia of
opinion that the proposal embodied in this
Bill is a desirable one) to support the second
reading.

Me. MARMION : I merely rise to say a few
words. The subject has heen alluded to as an
important subject in the arenn of our lecal
politics, and i¢ has been wmy pleasure to
appear in that arena from time to timein sup-
port of the Grant, as well as in connection
with an equally important and somewhat
pnalagous vote. I have always been an advo-
cate for giving State ussistauce to those
" religivus bodies who thought it was right to
accept such assiatance; and, I do not consider
it is & good argument to say that, becnunse
one body refuses to accept such help, the
assistance should he withheld from others. T
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do not think, however, that this is the time to

Feclesiastical Frant,

traverse the very many srguments which from
time to time have heen used, pro and con, with
reference to the question of State aid to
religinn, lLecnuse we are now met in a spirib
of harmony and of goodwill, and with a strong
desire to deal with the Churches, as soma hon.
members have said, “Euirly,” ns othera have
stated, “ justly,” and as others have remarked,
“liberally and gencrously.” I heartily con-
gratulate hon. members on their readiness to
deal with this question in that praiseworthy
gpirit. 1t also affords me great pleasure—
after having for years tnkon a course of action
with regard to this vote, which has met with
oppusition in some quarters—it gives me
great pleasure now to agree with hen. mem-
bera in regard to this Bill, and to act in the
gsame genercus spirit towards the Churches as
those members who have already spoken on
the subject. With regard to the question of
the amount proposed in the Bill to be granted,
it ia not one of very great moment, so faras
the public funds are concerned. The country
can very well afford, at this stage, to act
generously in this matter. Iwouldlike to say
that, in my opinion, the country will not mnke
such o bad bargain after all, if this £35,000 is
granted to the Churches; inasmuch as pay-
ment of this lump swm of £35,000, in the
manner proposed, will have the effect of for
ever abolishing the apnnal vote of £3,500,
which has appeared on the Estimates for so
many years, and over which so much con-
tention has annnally arisen. If we were to
horrow £35400 to-morrow, at the rate at
whith we can borrow money at present,
we—

Mg Sivpsow: Yon womld not pay this
Grant out of lonn money, would yon?

Mr. MARMION: Ieny if we borrowed this
amount of £35,400 ot the rate of 3} per cent.
—which is the rate at which we can horrow
mooey at present—the nnnnol Grant to the
Churches would be £1,239, us agninst this
sum of £3,500, On the olther hand, the
Churches, if they are able to invest this £35,000
at 6 per cent., will then have an income of
£2,124 from that source or, ahbout £1,400 leas
than they now receive from the Eeclesiasticul
Grant. That s between the four Churches
who participate in the Grant. On the whole, L
do not think that there is much cause for com-
plaint on cither side. I again congratulute
the House ond the country (as the step we
are now taking has been decided upon) upen
the fact thut this annually reeurving and much-



Public Health Bill.

[10 SrrrEMBER, 1895.)

Paublic Health Bill, 899

vexed question of the Ecclesinstieal Grant is ! powers of local bodies in  dealing with qnes-

to be scttled in such a generous way, and in u
manoer gatisfactery toall parties concernad.

Mr. SOLOMON : As one whe helongs to one
of those denowinations referved to by the hon.
member for the Gascoyne, I think I should, on
behalf of the denomination whieh I represent,
exprass my opinion on the subject. T think
that Parliament shounld deal gencronsly and
liberally with those religious bodies which
have for solong becn it receipt of State aid,
and who are now to be deprived of that annual
assistance. The Jewish penple do not feel
that, hecause they have not nlso received any
assistance from the State, they would be justi-
fied in protesting against other denominations
receiving such help; but, so far as 1 am per-
sonally concerned, I may say I am pleased
that this Ecclesinstical Grant, which hos
ulways engendered more or less ill-feeling, is
ahout to be abolished, on a fair and equitable
basis. I have, therefore, much plensure in
supporting the second reading of the Bill,

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time, and committed.

IN COMMITYTEE.

The Bill passed through committee without
amendment or discussion.

At 6.22 o'clock p.m the Speaker left the
chair. .

At 730 p.m, the House resumed.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Me. TRAYLEN : The Bill of which 1 now
move the second reading is the embodiment of
a numher of resolutions thut have beencometo
from time to time, hy that body which ismnost
representative and most qualified to express
opinions on the subject of the public henlth,
the Municipnl Conference. On twa or three
occasions, when that Conference has met in
Perth, in Fremantle, and in Geraldton, there
have been expreased opinions wilh reference to
ths necessity for improving, in soma respects,
the public bealth laws of this colony. T
should like to pay a high tribute to the person,
whoever he may be, who originated the Public
Health Act, which is, as I believe, a model of
most of those prevailing in other coloniea of
Australis. But it iano reflection on the author
of that Act to say that experience has shown
there are some particnlars in which improve.
ments are desirnble, and especially as to the

' tions of sanitation.

[ hope that before very
long—perbaps next session—the Govern.
ment will see their way to bring in »n
Bill for comsolidating and improving the
Public Health Acts of this colony. Thia pro-
cess of amending has been g ing on for some
little time, and I think it is well to have our
laws on a given subject compreed within one
Special Act for the purpose. The present Bild
is intended only fo meet pressing exigencies
for the current year; hoping that, next year,
there will be a Conseolidation Bill, and onc made
somewhat more fully on the lines that have
been most recently adopted im $he Eastern
colonies. Taking the urgent amendments
that have Leen requested at once, in the order
which they relate to the sections of the Public
Health Act, I will first deal with Clause 3 of
the Bill, asking that there may be some words
added to the definition of the term * house
and the ¢ircuamstances which call for this ad-
dition are these : it will be within the know-
ledge of hon. members that during the greater
parb of last enmmer there were a large number
of miners in Perth, some of them too poor to
pay for lodgings in the ordinary way; and
they established thomselves m tembs upon
whatever block of vacant land they conld find
&t all suitable for their purpose. Some of them
eamped upon private land, the owners of which
—one owner in partieular—had no particular
or immediate use for the land, and this owner
not being s resident of Porth, it was not a
matter of moment to him whether his land
was occupied by miners living in teats, or
otherwise. But the neighbora had very good
cause for complnint as to the want of sanitation
prevailing under these circumstances. The
Lucal Board of Health were appealed to again
and again, but the Board felt they were
considerably handicapped by, firat of all, their
having little or no power to get at the owner
of the land ; secondly, by their having littie or
no power to get at those who were enmping on
the land. The Board of Health had not the
power to step in and suy, this insanitary state
of things should not go on ; and, somewhat in
desperation, we (the Board) took mearsures
that were fairly successful, but not a0
successful as I could have wished. tn order
that we may not be in similarly diffenlt
circumstancesin the coming and othersummers,
I have asked this House to be good enough to
agree to the few words being added at the end
of the definition of the term * house,” so that
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whoever camps on land within a wnicipality,
whether the land he private land, or a
municipal reserve, or a reserve for a park or
recreation purposes, may be subject to the
control of the Hoard of Health, und be pre-
vented from living in un insanitary state.
Those hon. mewbers who are fumiliar with
municipnl affairse will be aware there i3 n
section of the Pnblic Health Act which re-
quires certain sanitory conveniences fo be
attached to every house ; therefore, if it be
clearly defined that a tent is & house, we can
then require the erection of these sanitary
conveniences where persons are living
i tenta, and that provision will put
an end to the trouble as far as this par-
ticulnr phase of the uestion is concerned.
Section 27 of the Act reguires some little
addition by inserting the words * or owner ”
after the word < ocounpier,” and I can easily
eaplain the circumstances that call for this.
First let we say, that in many places, “occupier
or owner " is the form in which refererce is
mude to certain vesponsible persons; bot in
the 27th section of the Act the responsibility
rests merely with the occupier ; and ['wunt to
gay the Local Bosard of Health is often placed
in an awkward prediemnent, because the per-
son veenpying premises happens to be too poor
to be able to carry out the duties imposcd by
the Health Act. The circwmstances are
nznally these. In a row of small teneinents—per-
haps one tenant occupying one roowm, or one
room occupied by some poor, infirm person who
is able to earn only a very few shillings a
week—there may be one nshpit attached to the
whole group of tevements. It has been
fuund impossible to compel any oneof these
poor tenants, in such a case, to pay the cust of
emptying the ashpit; indeed, it would le
wanifestly unfair to compel any one person to
do this ; and the Local Board in Perth have
found groups of tenementa of this character,
where ull the tenants were 50 poor that it was
abso.utely wusecless to take legnl steps
agnnst any of theuy, 80 that the B oard huve
had to beur the necessary cost of cleansing these
premises, simply becanse the Buard could not
get ut the owner.  They could not get at him
becauss of the omission of the word * owner ”
wfter the word “ occupier,” in that section of
the Act;therefore, I trust the House will agree
to this amendwment. Section 27 of the Act

providea also for the making of by-lawsinn |

pumber of cases; and umongst the things for
which by-lawe muy be wade, s Lhe proper
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regulation and management of duiries. That
is all very well as fur us the dairies within a
municipulity are c¢oncerned, and there is no
question arising as to the power of the Locnl
Board of Health to make regulations for the
proper wanagetiont of dairies within n town.
But hon. mewbhers will know that very little
of the milk now supplied to the inhabitants of
Perth, for instance, comes from daivies within
the municipal bounds. There nro daires in
the suburbs, one to four miles away; and at
present there is no means by which the health
aunthority of a town may exercize any control
or supervision over these extra-wunicipal
dairies. I am therefore asking the
House to add such words te thut section of the
Henlth Act aa will enable the Local Board of
Health to imspect such dairvies and insist on
conditions of cleanliness, wherever they wmay
he sitnated, and this will apply not only to the
dairies around Perth, but to those adjacent to
any town in the coluny. Bection 40 of tne Act
also, in the judgment of the Mauanicipal
Associntion, requires some amendient in order
to make it ¢uite clear tbat medical practi-
tioners attending cases of what are populurly
called low or colonial fever ehall be obliged to
repert these to the health authoritesin the
sanie way as they arve obliged to report certain
other forms of fever. Without my entering
into the somewhat wvexed .question as to
whether low fever or colomial fever is an
abortive kind of typhoid fever, [ think there
is sullicient evidence before the world to show
that we ouglt to be at least careful, and to
make quite sure that even suspicions cases
which may develop into really serions diseases
should be reported, so that the health
anthorities might iake the necessary pre-
cautions in snch cases. Consequently I am
asking the House to agree to the amendment
of Section 40, which will make it impera-
tive on medical practiticners, not only to
report cases of fyphus and yellow fever, and
other things, but also low, coloninl, or typhoid
fever. While on this question, [ may remark
there is a somewhat strong feeling nmongst
the medical men that they ought to be re-
munerated by asmall fee for reporting such
cases; but [ have not introduced that principle
into this Bill, becanse it seems to me to be
somewhat ohjectionubic. Section 42 of the
Henlth Actis one that provides the power on
the part of Local Bonrds to destroy clothing,
bedding, and so on, if there be any sufiicient
reasun for supposing these things ure infected
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with wabter that is capable of communicating
a like disease to some other human being ; and
the secticn closes by saying: * Such ILocal
Board of ' Health may give compensation
therefor.” That was interpreted by some
magisirates in such a way a3 to be a serious
drain upon the funda of the Health Board in
Perth, at the time of the prevalence of the
small-pox cpidewic. Whoaver was, at that
time, compelled to burn a suit of clothes
which might be an old sait, or to burp a
bed, or any demessic or personal acticle that

had become infected, forthwith came
on the City Council, as the health
authority, with a dewand for several

times the value of the article destroyed; and
if that demand were not agreed to, some solici-
tor was found willing to take the case into
courf, and our experience in Perth was the
painful one of finding that somewhat heavy
compensation wasinvaciably awarded. There-
fore, in order to prevent wmmgistrates from
reading the section in that way, I am asking
the House to mmend it by inserting these
words : “ The Locnl Board of Healtk may give
compensation,” No doubt they will give itin
all casea where 1t 18 reasonably aecessavy, but
this amenduient will prevent them from
being actually liable and subject fo an action ;
in uther words, that those persons who are
well able to hear the unfortunute experience
of hiving some of their goods destroyed for
preventing the spread of digsease should not be
uble to take a caseinto court and expect large
compensation from the Local Board of Health
Section 96 of the Health Act iz a very impor-
tant one, and here I am asking the House to
strike out o kind of provise which has operated
in tkia way. Thore are, a8 might beexpected in
the civy of Perth or the town of Fremantle, a
greatnumber of personsoccupyinglarge grants
of lund- -sufficiently large not only for the
erection of a house and its appurtenances, but
for a garden also; and all these persons may
under th: Health Actas it exists to-day, use all
their refnse matter, by burying it in the
soil of their gardens, so long as that
matier, of whatever nature it may be
is used as manure. The neighbora have no
redress against this dangerous or offensive
practice, although they mas be conscious that
very great harm is being dome. The Local
Board of Health have fried to take procecit-
ings in fAagrant cases, but have found them-
gelves barred by the existence of this excep-
tion in the \ct which permits refuse matter to
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be kept and used as wanure. The one condi-
tion limiting its use in this way is thab the
refuse matter shall not be a nuisance. 1
scarcely kmow how guch refuse matter can he
used in a town without heing somewhat of u
nuisance, buk the fact is that the Aet permits
it. I therefore ask, in this Bill, that no
person shall be allowed to bury refuse matter
of any deseription within the boundaries of a
municipal area. We have attempted, in
Perth, to get over this difficnlty by
means of hylaws, bLut our by-luws

“bave been blocked by the Central Board

of Health. T will not stay to explain exactly
why this is, but there ina very cogent reason
why. In Clause 4 of the Rill T desire to meet
ancther difficulty, and I amn free [to confess it
is a serious one, whichever way we look at it.
It isus to the disposal of waste waters from
onr premiges ir towns. At present there are
hotels, laundries, and private houses that
simply turn their refuse water into the street,
and it is left to get away the best way it can,
‘Che result has been, in many parts of Perth,
that this foul water hes become most offen-
sive to those who reside inor have touse the
particular street. No gutters have yet becn
wnde sufliciently good to efectunlly carry off
this refuse water, and there it lies, an abomi-
nation—I know of no other word that suffi-
ciently expresses how extremely offensive these
foul waters are. Some hon. members will bave
noticed these offensive wafers in Perth run.
ning down or stagnating in William-street, in
Murray-street, in Barrack-street, and in some
other places; and in Clause 4 of the Bill,
I am agking that it shall be declared unlaw.
ful for nny person to turn refuse water
into a street. I am awnre that in the Muni-
cipalities Act, which becamo law n few days
age, there is provision for the making of by-
laws to prevent this; but it will take a long
tiwe before any city or town can have by-laws
made under thal Act ; therefore [ ask now that
this House will come to the rescue of the Lecal
Board of Health and put an end to this offen-
giveness. Iam aware that this, when done,
will lenve u great deal of offensiveness in the
backyards of premises, but that must be dealt
with in some other way. For the present, it
secms to me wholly improper that persons who
live by various kinds of business should be

* able to turn their refuse waters into the pnblic

streck and there cause ¢ffiensiveness to all who
use that street, by wrking it at times almaost

i impassab'e on aceer nt ~f the stench. Clause
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5 ig perhaps one of the most important in the
whole Bill. ILis an attempt to get ot the
difficulty that hasarisen in and about the towns
on the goldficlds, and which is felt at Northam,
at Southern Cross, and perhupsoneor two other
places. The principle it proceeds upon is that
of extending, for certain specified purposes, the
authority of Local Boards of Henlth Leyond
the bounds of the municipal aren for which
they originally exist.  This principle finds o
place in the Public Health Act to a slight
extent, for that Act recognises that there
may be, just outside a municipality, sowething
go offensive to it, or so offensive to the
inhabitante of the city or town, that the Local
Bourd of Henlthshould have power to interfere
and fake action in the watter. But that is
only a very restrictcd application of the
ptinciple. Later on—three years ago—the
then Parliament recognised this sawne principle
in & much more extended form, for it recog-
nised that there is, on the Dmrling Range, u
catchment area for the water supply of Pevth,
und this Hounse provided that {hose persons
who use the water should have a right to
control what goes on within that ecatchment
orea, in &o far as the sanitation of the cily
of Perth muy be affected thereby.
The circumstances of the goldfields, also at
Soathern Cross, and to some extent, ut Northam
are that ontside of those municipalities there
are scores of persons who sef up their teuts
and reside there in their own fashion, These
persons are under no law whatever so far us
sanitation is concerned. There is nostatute
that touches their conduct, so that they may
do nearly anything they choose to do of an
insanitarty kind. ‘They wmay very largely
affect, for evil, the municipality near which
they are encamped ; and neither that munici-
pulity, nor the Government, nor any other
anthority can step in and say they shall not do
it. Ishonld liketo recall to the recollection
of hon. members an artical writien by Dr.
Tratman, of Perth, which was published in o
wedical magazine in Victoria, and reprinted
in one of the newspapers of this colony ; and
I would here like 6o say there is scarcely
another person in this colony taking equal
rank with Dr. T'ratman on the subject of pub-

lic health and gemerzl sroitation. In that
article he made it very clear—as I
had previously thought was probably

the case—that the germs of typhoid fever
spread from these extra-municipal areas
guronget the inhabitants of the adjucent
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towns ; and so the typhoid epidemic continue:
to spread wider and wider ag the summe
months cume on, I do nnt wonder that
Coolgardic and some other places should, over
and over ag.in, have appealed to the
Governwent to back them unp in doing
sowething io prevent this evil — alwosl
beseeching the Government to imterfere by
sending the police, or gending wnylody or
anything, that would provent the continnance
of thisevil, By the extensiow of this principle
thut has alendy been elightly recognised in
the Public Health Act, and more fully
recoghised in the Water Supply Preservitiot
Act of 1892, I now ask that the spawe ideu he
extended to the municipalities o guldfields
and to the town of Northam, which is to soms
oxtent affected in the sume way ; becanse io
the sumwer monthe great numbers of miner:
camp outside the town of Northam, and are v
source of danger and a mepace te the health
of the inhabitants of Northam, who have
no means, at present, for preventing thal
menuace bemng vontinued, Clause 6 of the Bill
relating to fthe pollution of a water supply
arew, is callod for in this wuy—and [ may saj
it is mercly a declaratory clause, having
regard o the Municipal Water Supply Preser
vation Act of 1892, To those hon. mewber:
who were not in this House at that tiwe, 1
may sy that Dr. O'Connor, the Health Offices
of the Perth Board of Health, reported—jusi
befrre the session of Parlinment closed—that
there had been an outbreak of typhoid aonyg
the people employud at the Cavnning Jurrah
Timber Cowpany's sawmills, und that those
mills were situated vn one of the hrooks that
dyain the water from the catchment arca inte
the Victorian reservoir. Somewhat hustily, a
Bill was passed through Parlisment, without
any of us knowing precisely the circumstaneces
for which that Bill was dratted ; and that may
explain why there have heen found in the Bill
some expressions which the Resident Magis.
trate in Perth construes in a sense contrary to
that puton them by tie Purth Board of Health.
I understand that, a though the Magistrate
has ruled in favor of the Board’s contention,
in ope cnse, he now tells us he thinks he was
wrong in deing so, and that where the wuter
ia supplied by a contractor, as in the oase of
the supply in Perth, the Magisirate saya it is
not a wurnicipal water supply. Clause 6 of
this Bill is intended to make it clenr that,
whether the wuter is supplied by contractors or
otherwise, all catchwenl areas frem whick
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water is olLtained for a municipality shall
come under the provisions of the Water
Supp'y Preservation Act of 1892, Another
point is that the Government$, very properly,
proceeded to make and to declure u reserve for
the purposes of this catcbment aren; but it so
huppens that their reservation is bounded by
straight lines, und has little or no referenco to
the contour of the hills and ramifieations
of the gullies; so that some of these gullies
muy take their rise outside the rectangu-
lar aren of the reservation. In the
wording of thia declaratory clnuse I huve
studionsly avoided any measurements or sur-
vey made by the Government as being neces-
gary for defining this catchment ares, and I
have simply declaced it as being the catchment
area. Woell, within the actunl basin that
drains the water supply into the Victoria re-
gervoir, there are some bloeks of lund held in
fee simple ; and naturally, when the Govern-
ment were making u reserve for this water
supply, they were obliged fo leave these free-
hold blocks out of the reserve, having alrendy
alienated them. When the first case of alleged
insanitary conditions ut the sawwills town-
ship was taken into court by the Perth Board of
Health, the solicitor employed on the other
side took into court the map of the reserved
wrew, and contended that the alleged offence
oceurred on one of the fee simple aress not
included in the reserve, and that therefore the
Sct did not apply. Now I want to make it
quite clear, by this cluuse, that the survey of
thereservation on any maps made by the Crown
Lands Department have nothing whatever to
do with that Act; that the Act simply rests
upen its own definition, pamely, that of the
catchment aren, whatever that nrea way be;
and that the Act has nothing to do with fee
simple Iands, and nothing to do with Guvern-
ment reserves. also that it has nothing to do
with the question whether the water is sup-
plied by contractors or otherwise. My friend,
the hon. mewber for Bust Perth (Myr. Jumes),
detecis another shortcoming, and ho will, in
comnmittes, move an addition to this clanse,
Clunse 7 is introduced at the urgent request of
the Guildford Muauicipality ; and the circum-
stances which led that Council to ask for this
amendment of the law—they have asked the
Munieipal Conference and also personally asked
me—arathese: the Public HeulthActonly sllows
a cesspit to be closed when it isleaky, or in
powe tespect offensive, und tho Act does not
declure that u cesspit per sc is a nunisance.
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Therefore, wben a municipality seeke to
make an arrangement for sanitary cleansing,
the Local Board has to consider how many
householders will voluntarily fall in with that
arrpugement. The Guildford Council have
been frying to make some nrrangement where-
by to improve their present sanitary method,
but they find they are Hocked by the namber
of those householders who continue the old
and objectionable method. ‘There areso many
who refuse to fall in with the new order of
thiogs that, in the case of Guildford, it is not
found remunerative to carry on the new
sanitary method which a few are willing to
adopt. I therefore ask, in Clause 7, that when
i municipality isin a mood for improving its
gnnitary arrangements, it shull be able to say
to those houscholders who may not be willing
to fall in with the new plan that they must
do so, that the best interests of that com-
munity demand it, and that the Couneil insists

* on putting an end to the old offenaive method

by substituting a better one. I now come to
those provigsions of the Bill for which I
am indebted almost entirely to the hon.
momber for East Perth. I do not know
that T need eay more about them
than that they are in subsiance taken from
the Vietoriun Health Act. Strong references
have been made frow time to time on the two
subjects of lodging houses and private
hospitals. Believing, as I do, that the malter
contained in these provisions is a condensed
form of what appears in the Victorian Act, [
do not thimk [ need elaborate any further on
these clauses. I tvust the House will agree
to this Bill. There are some additions that
may-still be made, and perhaps some verbal
alterations may be suggested by those legal
members of the House who may see a more
concise way of expressing certain ideas in
legal phinseology. I mow beg to wmove the
second reading of the Bill

Mr. MORAN : [ am not hostils to this Bill,
but welcome it for one principal reason. It
may be expected thut the prominent movers in
sanitary muatbers in the city of Perth will have
been well advised about the particulsr clauscs
in this Bili which affect the city. The hon.
memhber who introduced the Bill is well-known
in Perth as heing perhaps the most prominent
mover in #anitary matters; and certain of the
new provicions affecting Perth and the old
established towns will doubtless weet with
the approval of this House. I have to thank
him very heurtily for the introduction, in
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Clanse 5, of a new provision that will be
received heartily in the newly established
towns of the colony, and particularly those on
the goldficlds. The Premier and other
Ministers well know that for months past
there have been continnal applications from
municipal bodies on the goldfields, and more
especinlly from that of Coolgardie, for the
Government to take some steps for enabling
them to make better sanitary provisions
agninst the spread of typhoid fever in the
cowing summer. This demand is met by
Clause 5, which provides a means of dealing
with areas adjoining the declored municipali-
ties. ‘There is at these centres, and partien-
larly around Coolgurdie and Kalgoorlie, o con-
gregation of men who, for reasons of their own,
choose tolive outside of municipal control. They
are to be found in hundreds, living in tents or
more permanent structures of wood and can-

vas; and, being just outside the municipal

ares, they are free to pursue their own course
as to sanitary or obher matfers. It is nobedy’s
business to attend to sanitary arrangements
among the men outside of a township; andit
is needless to suy that things have dropped
into u lnmentsble condition. It was only this
week or last week that the Government were
g0 generous as to forward to the wunicipal
body at Coolgardie » sum of £300 for enabling
them to grapple with this state of things out-
side the municipal area, by taking steps to
have these areas cleansed before the coming
sunmer. ‘There is a well-founded dread
that, whatever thay may do to cleanse the
mnnicipal area inside the lLoundaries, the
fact of there being no machinery existing for
cleansing the areas outside the towns is
a state of things not calculated to pre-
vent the spread of fover from those outside
to those inside the cleansed areas, when the
men are passing in and out of town every day.
In asking, as this Bill does, that these outside
areas shall be placed under the samitary eon-
trol of the municipal body, T believe this
House will sympathise with that request, and
will not tolerate that this menace to the
health of large communities shall continue
through the want of sowe proper provision
vnong the men who pay no rates, who may
se migratory to some extent, and whe
may not recognise any resprnsibility for keep-
ing up to a certain stondard in sanitary
regulations. T am here to support very
strongly this measure. "The principle of local
self-government has been long established
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throughout Australia, and this Bill is only an
extension of that principle. 1f you have a
congregation of men, for reasons of their own,
camped just outside of a well.governed town,
they may, by the negleet of sanitary precan-
tiong, hecame & mennee to the henlth of
the town popnlation; and I think that,
in the public interest, this rmennee or danger
ghould be remaoved by the extension of the
mumnicipal pow.re to matteve of heulth outside
the town boundary. "Lherefore I suy thisisa
wise measure, and T congratulate the hon.
membher npon having introdmced it. T can
also support the Bill as regurds the older
estallished towns, in reference to the clauses
for the supervigion of dairics outgide of towns,
and the kecping pure of public water supply ;
becnusg, if the citizens have to consume milk
from dairiessitunte putside the city boundaries,
there should be a power of inspection for
insuring that the dairivs are in o proper
eanitury condition, The same argninent
applies to the possible contaminationof a public
water supply, and there should be a sanitary
anthority for preventing any risk of danger.
It uppears to me ridicwlous that in the water
catchment uren ntthe Cunning Hills there ave
certain freehold blocks on which peovple may
gettle and set the sanitary regulations at
defiunce, because thesc persens may be
technically exempt fromm control. For these
reasons I have much pleaswre in supporting
the Bill, which will particulurly meet with
the concurrence of the munpicipal bodies on
the goldfields, at Coolgurdie, Kalgoorlie, and
Southern Cross. There way be some dis-
cussion pver the clauses, but, on Clanse 5 in
particalur, I bope there will be no difference of
opinion in the House,

Mz, JAMES : In supporting the second
reading, I desire to echo the opinion expressed
by the mover, when he aaid he hoped tosee n
Consolidnting Act passed next session. I hope
theve will also be some alteration made in Lhe
constitution of that important Dbody, the
Central Board of Health, which has the gen-
eral control of health matters throughount the
colony. The present constitution of that
central body is most unsatisfactory; for, if
the Local Boards in any part of the colony
arve lacking in energy in the discharge of
their duties, that lethargy can be removed
only when we have o competent directing
body at the hend. T hope that, before next
session, the Governuent will consider this
matter, and will put forwardsome scheme of
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reform in the next session. In connection !
with this Bill, there ure several secfions that !
require looking into. Sul-section 4 of Clause .
3 {definition of the word “fever”) is an im-
portant alteration, and T hope it will meet :
with the approval of the House. We have -
found, in comnection with the Perth Local
Board, mnch difficulty in getting the wedicnl
practitioners {0 Teport enses under the Heanlth
Ach.  Those practitioners seem to want to he
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paid for making such reporls, and the conse- !

quence is that, unless the cases they have to
report do come strictly within the Act, they
refuse . report them. “ome doctors will call
ncertain fever ** typhoid,” some will ¢all it
“low fever,” and some * coloninl fever.”
We want to have words inserted that will
cuver all these cases of fever, in order that
the Loeal Boards may receive notice of every
cuse of fever, anl be nble to make proper pro-
visien for protecting the public health.  Snb-
section G of Clause 3 (nightsoil used in gar-
dens ag manure) should he somewhat modi-
fied. In Victoria, the power to tenants to
dispose of nightsoil on fheir own prewmises does
pot exist in towns ; but I think it will be de-
siruble bere to providethat the existing right
to use nightsoil in gardens shoald be
restricted to certain spproved localities—say,
in Perth, to certain parts to be defined by the
Local Board, subject to the control of the
Central Board It might work a hardship if
the vight were abolished in all cases, as pro-
posed in the clanse, becanse that wonld inter-
fere with occupiers in places—say in other
towns—where there may ke no danger from
overcrowding. Cluuse 5, dealing with the in-
sunitury condition of arens adjeining the
towne on goldfields, must commend itself to
the favorable consideration of every member,
and T believe this power of sanitary conirol
beyond the mupicipal area will he availed of
more Jargely on the goldfields thun else-
where, It will be a convenient power even in
the case «f Perth, wheve suburbs are growing
up outside the boundaries ; and it seems ano-
mileus that thera should be a power given in
the interest of the public health to do certain
things on one side of a sulmrhan road, while
on the ofher side there is no machinery avail-
able. Clause 6 (catchwent arcas of water
supply)is, if I mny so, » somewhat diffienlt
section, and is caused by the original section
in the Aect heing worded somewhat ab-
surdly, [ think that what is asked in
this amending clouse was intended to be given

Estimales 1893-6, 905
in the Actof 1892; and we now ask that the
meaning should be made clear. As to lodg-
ing houses, hon. members wi'l recognise the
One of the
greatest truubles we had lust year, when
typhoid fever wus so prevalent, was thut we
could not take the necessary action, in the
case of lodging houses in Perth, for prevent-
ing the aspread of the disense. Persons
having the fever came down from the
goldfields, and took up quarters in lodg-
ing houses or went into private hos-
pitals as patients. “These places became
a wenace to the inhabitants in those loali-
ties. 'To estublish a private hospital for fever
paticnts in a dense neighberheod, say in Hay-
street, is not only  danger, but a scandal;
and it begomes noccessary that the Local
Boards, with tha approval of the Central
Board of Health, shonld make provision as to
where and how these private hospitals shall
be kept, und that the persons attending on the
patients shall be competent to discharge their
duties. Thig clause of the Bill will enuble
the Local Bonrds to stop a great number of the
gricvances that hove beenfelt during the last
twelve months,

Mg, SOLOMON: [ think =ome of the
clauses in this Bill are very necessary; buk
the Bill affects all the municipalities, and I
hope that, before the House goes into com-
mibtee on the clauses, suwlficient time will be
allowed for the Municipal Councils to seo the
Bill and moke suggestions npon it.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second tine.

ESTIMAYTES, 1895-96.

The further consideration of the Estimates
was resumed.

Vote—“Railways and U'rainways, £226,900" «

Me, LEAKE said it was not bis intention at
that moment to propose any resolution, but
simply to discuss the general administration
of the Railways Department, and doubtless it
wasg a question upon which the majority of the
hon. membera of this fMouse wounld desire to
say something. ''he estimates of this depart-
ment were the wost important of all, and,
although very little had been maid so far, in
regard to this particular department, he felt
cerfain, fron: the general conversation of hon.
members, that before the close of the debate
the Uon. the Comumissioner would be yiven a
good denl to veply to. It wus not his in.
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tention, ns he bad said, to move aoy resclution
at this woment, but, later on he would move
one which would take the form of attewpting
to reduce some particular itemn, and, if what
hon. members said outside was a good indica-
tion of their feelings, then it would be found
that the House was not at all impressed with
the anner in which the department in chuvga
of the Commissioner of Railwuys was con-
trolled. The Commissiouer. he was prepared
to admit, very likely occupicd a fulse position
in this matter, nnd wae doubtless often made
the scapeguat for the faults of others; Lut, se
long as the hon. geutlewau accepted the
responsibility of the office, and the blamy for
any littly mistakes, s0 long would he have to
uccept whatever condemmnution of the adwinis.
tration of hia depart.neut hon. members might
think nccessary to make, The course he was
about to udopt in this matter was the proper
one, from the constitutional peint of view,
because, aithongh bon. wembers might show
their disapproval of the proceedings of the
Commissioner sud of his estiwates, the Gov-
ernwment would not be prejudiced by the pass-
ing of uny resolution, for the reusom that if
any vote wus siruck out the Governmemt
could easily have the Estimates re-commitied
oand re-insert any item strack out.

Tt PreMier (Hon. Sivr J. Forrest): We
certainly could not do that.

Mr. LEAKE would, at any rate, move later
on to strike out some particular item ; and
what he wished hon. members to understand
wag that he took this form of entering his
protest against the manner in which the Com-
missioner of Railways had controlled the
affairs of his department. In order that
other hon. members might be ia nccord on this
point, it was only necessary they saould
remind themselves of what transpired during
one of the later debates of the last session,
when the House was asked to vote a sum of
£50,000 because of the mistakes made in the
Ruilway Department in connection wilth the
question of water supply on the goldfields,
Hon. membera would recollest the strong

indignation expressed when thisannouncement -

was made by the Government.

Tug PrEmiee (Ilon. Sir J. Forrest): That
was not in the Builway Departwent at all, bub
in the Public Works Depariment.

Me. LEAKE thought that might be a0, but
the Commissioner of Railways had control of
the department in which that extraordinary
bklunder had occurred. There was a mistake
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which required £30,000 to rectify, and the
Hon. the Commissicner appeared to aceept al
the responsibility of thut mistake. Although
this wus so, the information on the subjecl
—which was the cause of 50 much indignatioz
in the House, it would he remembered—was
in the possession of the Ministry some siz
weeks Lefore the announcement of the deficil
was made. For six weeks the Ministry had
thought fit to keep this iuformation to thew
selves, and things would appear to huve rus
not all toe smoothly between the Hom. the
Comuwissioner nnd his colleagues. Theve was
not that unanimity of feeling one would think
wug necessary for good administration on the
part of the Governwmont, and the general
advancement of the country. Addresses in
the last session of the House, nnd remarks
publicly wade outeide, had ghown there cer-
tainly was considerable friction between the
houn. gentleman and his leader, and the Com-
missioner had been severely rebuked by the
Premier for certain things which he had dene
or intended to do.

Tue Prexer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) -
was that?

Mge. Sieson: Oh, you remember that old
minute of yours.

Ture Premier (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): Oh,
that is ancient history. What have we to do
now with what occurred three or four years
ago? Far better to let it drop.

Mgp. LEAKE said he was referring to that
old minute among ofher things, but the
Premicr himself had really continued the
tenor of that rebuke in the remavks he had
subsequently addressed to his colleagunes.
Hon. mewbers would purticularly rewember,
also, that a very interesting correspondence
was published between the Premier and one
of his colieagues (the late Colonial Secretary),
and it waa only right that thiscorvespoudenca
should now be referred to, for the reason that
it showed that, even at that time, the Com-
missioner of Railways did not possess the
confidence of the Premier. That correspond-
ence proved that the Hon. the Premier desired
to oust the Hon. the Commissioner of Railways
fram his position, but that, in endeavoring to
carry out this object, the Premier had only
succeeded in ousting another member of the
Cabinet. The correspondence he proposed to
refer to was that which passed between the
Premier and Mr. 8. H. Parker. 1§ commcenced
on the 28th November, 1§94, and ran as
follows:—

When
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Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Ig the
ho . member in order in dealing with this
correapondence?  Surely, whuatever passes
between a Premier and another mewber of the
Culiiner with regard to a reconstruction of the
Ministry does not concern the Estiinates.

Tue CHATRMAN : The hon. member appears
to Le endeavoring to show thut the Premier
hud lost confidence in his colleagues.

Tae Prumigr {(Hon, Sir J. Forrest): Yes,
but the question of the rcconstruciion of the
Cubinot i3 not the question before the House.
What has any correspondence on that matter
gut to do with the Hstinates? 'T'he hon.
member is apparently anxious tobring personal
matters inte this debate, rather than the
udministration of the Ruilway Depurtwent.

‘Tue Cuaipman: I think the hon, wember
con keep move directly to the question bafore
the Commwittee than by reading the whole of
the correspondence in the way he pruposes.

Mr. LEAKE: I desire to show my posi-
tion olearly, I would uot have tried to
read all this covrespondesce if I had
any ides this question was going to he
broughl on sv soon, but I had not the time to
make the necessary extracts. I would prefer
to read the netuxl correspondency, ruther than
that it should be satd I have been drawiog
upon my imagination. [ now propose te roud
the correspondence. The first letber dated 28th
Novemler, 1895, reads :—“My denr Purker

Tae Peemier (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) : Really,
I must ask you ngain, Sir, what can this have
to do with the Bstimatess?

Me. LEAKE : [ propose to read the corves-
pondence between the Prewicrnnd My, Parker.

Tus Premier (Hon. 8ir J. Forr.st) : Oh,
go on then. 1 don’t core what you read.

TuE CoMMIESIONER OF Ratuwavg (Hon. H.
W. Venn): I would really ask the House to
allow the hon. member for Albany every lati-
tude. The morve he reads, the better position
it will leave me in, and T trust, having com-
wenced this correspondence, he will be per-
wmitted to proceed. Personully, [ would not
do anything to prevent the hon. mewmber say.
ing anything he wishes. He certainly cannot
harm me.

Mg. LEAKE : I o very glad to hear the
hon. geutlemun say so, and, if he can expluin
the matters I refer tu, no ove will be more
gutisfied than myself. [ have no doubt he can
explain, but if he dovs, someone else must
suffer.

Tue Craigmay : ! think the hon. member
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should only read such extracts ae he find
neceessary for his urgnment. The whole of
this correspondence cunnet be revieant,

Me. LEAKE : 1 am very sorry that I can-
not read the whele of the correspondence,

THE ATrorNeT-GENERAL (Hou. 8. Burt) :
Read thefunny pirts.

Mr. LEAKE wus quite prepared to read the
funny parts. Here was ome of them :—
“ Pgeth, November 28, 1894 My dear
“ Parker,—It i3 not yet public, hut Marmion
“ has vesigned, and [ propose to muke a re-
“ greangement of offices, and that they shall
“for the future Le:—I1. Colonial I'reasurer
“ und Uoloniul Secretary. 2. Attoraey-Gen-
“eral, 3. Cowmissioner of Railways and
“ Director of Public Works. 4. Commis-
“giomer ol Crown  Lauds, 5. Mia-
“ister of Mines and Educution, [ pro-
“ poso to take No. 1 myeelf, and, in regnrd
“to Wo. 3 or No. 5, [ snall be obliged and very
“ pleased if yon will take your choice. No, 41
“propose to offer to Venn, as he hus a guod
“ knowledge of land and cverything connected
“with it. T have thought this matter out very
“carcfully und feelconvinced that this arrange-
*ment will work much Letter than the present,
“god, if I am fortunate exough to huve the
“ vooperalion and support of you and Venn, all
“ will, I feel sure, be well. Youmight send me
* a telegrnin to Bridgetown,or on my retwrn on
“8B.twrday night, and Thope it will be in accord
“ withmy wighes.— Yoursfuithfully, Joun For-
“eesT. No. § would control Mines, Geological,
“ Bducation, Post Olfice, BEmiyration, &e., &c.,
“ &e.” Thecorrespondence really begun with o
letter from the Premier regarding the Hedernl
Council, nod Mr. Parker replicd the same day.
Then came the letter he had read and, stitl on
the sume duy, BMr. Parker sent thu following
teleg o :—* Sir John Worrest, Bridgetown: L
" reyret I cannot accept number three or five,
*but 1 do not wish Lo stand in thn way of the
“ proposed re.urrungement. (8d.) 8. H, lar
“ker”” The next item in the correspondence
waug one that showed most distinctiy the Pre-
mier was anxious to oust the Commissioner of
Railway. On December Jrd, 1894, the Pre-
wmier wrobe :—“ My dear Parker,—T regret you
“are not willing to tuke Works and Ruilways,
“ns I should have been glad to have had you
“gontrolling these departinents, and it wonld
*“huwve us-isted we in other ways. Why
cumnot you do it¥” [t was no use
the IPrewier decluring there had been
no friction, or that he had aot been
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anxious to onst the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, for this ¢cnrrespondence showed the fact
to ke nndeniable that be would haveousted him
if he voulil have curried out his arcangeents.
As mewbers of Parlimnent, they counld nof
rhut their eyes und ears to the fucts. There
coul| be no question thut the Gevernmenthad
acted very strangely in  the matter of that
£30,000 required for the departmceat of the
Hen. the Commissioner of Railways. If they
did not know of it—and this was a point
upon which the Cow uissioner himself vould
infurin the House—then the Comuissioner wis
open to Lhe gravest ceusare ; but, if they had
the infyrmation in their possession withoub
informing the House of it, for six weoks, then
the vensure should b: upou the (roveroment.
Under all the cir:umstances the Ministey
could not blame how. members for bringing
such an importaut matter hefore the Houase.
If the Commissioner had the confidence of his
colleagues, and was discharging his dntivs to
their sutisfuctivn, there wus no  necessity for
the Preinier bo seck to oust him frowm  that
position ; and the discussion now opened
would be fair o that hon. gentleman, for the
reason that it would give him an opportunity
to expliin his position. He (Mr. Lenke) wus
bringing the matter forward in order to Jeb
the hon. guntlemun answer some of the chargus
made agninst his department, not only in this
Houso but outside as well. Personslly, he
belicved that whatever were his own fanlty,
they did not include the one of waking charges
buhind the back of the Minisbry, Whatever
charges he had to make wete made in publie,
and for this reason he brought the guestion of
this correspondence forward. He intended
to show that the Premier himself had heen
endeavoring to remove the Commissioner of
Railways from that office.

Tue PreEmier: Well, give us some facts,
Don’t give us generalities and nothing wore.

Mgr. LEAKE thought thi: correspondence
would open up a very wide field of d.scussion.
T'he letters to Mr. Parker imuplied that if it
could huvebeen done, the Comwmissioner of Rail-
ways was to be removed frow office. Anocther
letter from Mr. Purker to the Premier showed
that he (Mr. Purker) consideved he hnd heen
practically charged with wmaladwinistration.
It wus written on Decembel 4th and portion
of it went on to sny :—" Inany ¢cvent I could
" not accept either of the Ministerial oftices
« you offered me. ‘lI'he Commissioner of Rail-
“ ways und Director of Public Words must of
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“ necessity Le in the Assembly., 'I'e put the
“ Ministerinl head of the great spending de-
" partments of the Public Service in the
“ Council would be 4 manifest absurdity, and
“I connot think, that, with your pronounced
“ views in rogard to the exclusive control over
“ money mattere claimed by the Lower House,
“ you made the proposition with any hope of
" itabeing necepted.” Thatlotter concluded with
My. Purler’s resignation, and it sleo included
a suggestion that the treatment by the Prewier
of his colleagues had not been what they had
a rvight to expeet. The Premier in his reply
to Mr. Parker, under dute December 4th,
wrote:—* As to my being fully deternrined to
treut my fellow members as ‘subordinates,” [
do ot think this assertion is hased on any
fucta.”  Following this came Mr. Puarker’s
reply vn the sumea date, and in it he said :—
* The reinark I made that youappeared deter-
“ mmined to ftreat youwr fellow Ministera as
« gubordinates 1wus bused on facts which I
“ gtated ; and your letter to.duy in effect ndinits
“ Lhe truth of the observation. In connection
* with this subject—whether to negative my
** statements, or as a reason for treating meas
“a subordinate, is not clewr—yon bring a
“gtring of vague and indefinite charges
“agninat me, which obviously come from your
“offering o willing cur to the slunders of
* mischievous talebearers und sycophants. I
“will not condescend to answer them, hut if
“you will make definite charges, I sh.1l Dbe
« prepared w make wy defence.” The whola of
the correspondence shawed most conclusively
thut the Premier desired to alter the adminis-
tration of the Railwuy Depurtment, foc in one
of his letters to Mr. Parker he said:—¢1
« yecognise most fully that you have carried
“ out the daties of Colonial Secretary and all
*‘the other offices you control, with marked
< ahility, and I desired that yon take the con-
*“irol of the Wourks and Railways Depart-
“ ments, beeanse [ recogaised that you had the
*“ability und knowledge necessary for so
“ jmportant a task. Your surmise that T did
“not wish you to remain in the Calinet is
* thervefore entirely erroneous, for, by offering
 you one of the most importaut positions, and
"one that hns been vecently much ussailed,

* % proved conclusively I vulued yourservices.”

I'here was one matter worth referring to in
that, which was i vemark that had been made
at the {ime by the Premier, thut he had con-
sulted Mr. Burt.

e Cruatpnaw: I hardly see what this has
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got to do with the question before the Com-
mitwee.

Tre PrEMier (Hon., Sir J. Forrest): This
has all been published wmonthe ago.

Mr. LEAKE agreed that it had been
published, but the matter had not been before
the House, nor had it been brought into Han-
sard, where it ought to be; and he regretted
that he had not been nllowed to read the
whole of it. It was a matter for regret
thut the Chairman was forced, by the rules
of debate, into preventing the correspondence
being read. The correspondence showed one
thing wost clearly, and that was, there wus a
grent deal of friction, ever sinece the time of
the Premier’s ““ old wminute;” and what they
wanted to know was the reason why the
Premier made this attack upon his colleague,
and why it was that he wanted to oust the
Comwmissioner of Railways. The only in-
ference that could be drawn was that the hon.
gentleman was not satisfactorily discharging
tho duties of his office.

Tue Peemier: We wanted o Minister of
Mines, and so did this House.

Mz, LEAKE thought the truth was, rather,
that the Vrewier wished to get rid of the
Commissioner of Railways, only he had not
gone about it in theright way. In fact, sofar
as the £50,000 zlready referred to was con-
cerned, the announcement of which came
upon the House like » thunderbolt, it wag well
known that the Miniatry were in possession of
the inform tion for ubt least six weeks before
the stute of affaire was communicated to the
Honse. Of course, 1t was proper for the
Premier to laugh, Hon. members on the
Qpposition gide of the House knew only too
well that the Ministry, with its solid majority
behind it, could afford to laugh. The Hati-
mateés of this department constituted a most
important vote, and although he wns nob
himself in a position at preseat to go into
detaila, he believed there were other members
who were. ‘I'he debate wonld probably last
over one night, and that would give him the
opportunity of securing cerbuin necessary in-
formnution as to sowme of these details, and
which information he would have been pre-
pared with that evening if the matter had not
been rushed on the House in an unexpected
fashion. At uny rate, he had shown the
Ministry was not quite the “ happy family ”
it should be. [I'ue PrEmier: It is.] The
facts appeared to contradict the assertion of

the Premier. It was his (Mr. Leake’s) inten.
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tion to move a certain resolution later onm,
bust, for the prasent, he thonght sufficient had
Leon said to demand aome reply, ut any rate,
from the Treasury henches.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL said it was not his inten-
tion to rake up old sorvs, or to find funlt with
the Commissioner of Railways. I'hey mmst
not lose sight of the fuct that when he first
fook office the present Comnissioner of
Railways had had ne previous experience, and
he had also to desl with cirenmstances nnd
developments unprecedented in the history of
the colony. Taking everything into consider-
ation, he thought they shouid be very well
satisfied with the manner i1 which the Com-
wigsioner of Railways had ad s inisteved the
affuirs of his depurtment. He thought this
should be said in all fa'rness, althonght when
the matter of the unauthnrised expenditure of
A£50,000 wuas before the House last session,
and a wunt of confidence wotion wag tabled,
he voted ngainst the Government. He would
do s0 again, if a similar canse for such n
motion arose. However, thia question did not
affect the preseut Ystimates. Personally, he
wished to congratulute the Commissioner and
hig department on the manner in which they
had grasped the demands of the heavy traffic
which they had to cope with., 13ut there were
one or two statements in the report of the
Engineer-in-Chicf which he wonld like to
refer to, What struek him very forcibly was
that while our railways hnd increased their
earnings from 3801 in 1890, to 71'72 last year,
the expenditure had increased frow 43-31 to
43'79; nnd this was in face of the fact that
new lovomotives had Leen imported, henvy
grades had been rvegraded, and a grenter
extent of yailway liud been brought into nper-
ation. Tn fact, there wus every reason why
the expenditure shonld have been de-
creused  instend of incweased. To  him
the only explanation appeared to e
that theve mest  be  extravigance
somewhere, and that sowe of the lines were
not puying. That this was the case could hest
be judged by extructs from the reportof the En-
gineer-in-Chief hims-1f, in which it was said :—
“ [o addition to the fucts deducible from these
* figuves, there is alo to be taken into necount
* the higher charges on the goldficlda railways

- *in Western Australia, in order to create n

¢ veserve funcl to repuy the cost of these rail.
« ways by the time the goldfields are worked
“gut. [If these higher charges were eliwi-

' pated From the receipts, the proportion of
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“ working expenses to gross receipts for the
“Western Australian railways ne a whole, for
“ the yeor 1894-5, would bhe in or about 70 per
“ cent., and this leaves ample rnom for the
* improvements in financial results.” 1If, as
the Hpgiveer-in-Chief suggested, there was
any fear of the goldfields being so soon
* worked out,” then the Government had no
right to go on with the construction of the
lines to the goldficlds. Tt renlly appeared asif
the goldfields lines were being churged with
the loss on other lines, and this was Lorne out
by a further remark of the Engineer-in-Chief,
who said :—* As regards the ‘in or ahout 70
“ per cent.” above mentioned, I should explain
* that it wonld take a much longer time than
“ hng been available, and also involve u grent
* denl of labor and cost to ascertain this fast
“ with absolute accuracy (depending, as it
“ does, upon the exact effeet which the higher
* charges on the goldfields railw:ys has upon
“ the receipta as o whole), Imt it is believed
“that the T0 per cent. above mentioned,
“is a close approximuntion to the truth,”
There was no guestioning the fact that the
goldfields line was paying most handsomely,
but he agreed with the Engineer-in-Chicef
that it was not a proper thing to * penalise®
these lines for the benefit of other lines in the
service, There waus another matter he wished
to refer to in connection with this Depart-
ment, nnd that was the question brought
forward by the hon. member for ~Beverley,
on o previous oceasion, and that was in con-
nection with the employment of useless
persons in the public service. There was one
itew on the Kstimates which he proposed to
refer to when the detaiied items were before
the Committee, nnd that was in conneclion
with a certuiu official who was paid for the
work done by others, It was his intention to
move that this particular item be struck ount.
This report certainly gave a great deal of
information, but it wonld be still more valun-
able if it dealt with the lines in sections, as
was done in Tasmania, in order to show the
proportion of profit earned by ecach section.
He noticed that the Bngineer-in-Chief again
desired to obtain control of the Ruilway Stores,
and thut provision was made on the Eatimates
for a Rallway Storckeeper. The Engineer-in-
Chief, on page 13 of his report, said : “ It can-
* not, however, he expected that our railways
“ will be worked as cheaply as they ought to
“ be until two other important wants are pro-
* gided for, which have not as yet been under-
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“ taken, namely (1) ndequate workshops and
“machinery ; and (2} a Rnilway Stores De-
* partment under capable expert management.
“ Both these things are of the very highest
“importance ; and it is therefore very plens-
*ing to find that the Government has provided
“ for these on the Estimates, and T hape T
“shall he authorised to take the necessary
“ ateps without delay.” Before, howaver, the
House ngreed to alter the existing state of
things, and surrendered the control of the
Stores to the Railway Depurtment absolutely,
hon. membors must be quite satisfied that
there is very good reason for the proposed
chapge. Taking everything into consideri-
tion he thought the Commissioner of Rail-
ways had dome very well, and be also thought
—and he took the opportunity of saying it—
that the General Traffic Manager deserved the
thanks of the community for the way in which
he had managed the traffic branch of our rail-
ways. Not very long ago Mr. Davies was
probably the best-ubused man in the colony,
but he had manoged to live that down,
and very different opinions were now expressed
about him. He thought there was a great
denl of prejudice when Mr. Davies was attacked
as he had been, and that many unreasonable
faults were found with him, owing largely to
the fact that the Trafic Manager was not an
independent officer, employed by a private
railwny company, but was hampered o great
denl by being under a Minister in charge of
Government Railways, from which the
public expected many more indulgences than
they would from a private company. He
eould only express the hope that the day wounld
aoon mrrive when the wanagement of our rail-
wnys would be taken out of the hands of the
Government and placed in charge of Commis-
sioners, who would manage them in the
intercsts of the colony, and not in the interesta
of n few. He would reserve any further
remarks he might have to offer until the
detnils of the vote were reached.

Mg, COOKWORTHY said, although he was
n supporter of the Forreat Ministry, he could
not vefrain from taking exception to the great
want of tact displayed on the part of the
Commissioner of Railways, in dealing with
almost everyone who bad oceasion to come
in contact with him. He (Mr. Cookworthy)
had no dificulty in talking over wafters of
public importance with other members of
the Government, or in discussing railway
questions with the Engineer-in-Chief, with



Estimales 1893-6.

whomn he had many interviews, or with |
the General Traffic Manager, who was
o hard-workifig man, and & man who waa |
desirous of pleasing the public as far a3 he
could, consistently with his duty to the Stu'e,
which it was a difficolé matter for him to do.
But the Commissioner . was practi~ally un-
appronghable, The hon. gentleman, he must
aay, wus a drag upon the Government—he l
way the one weak point in the present
Ministry. He was sorry to huve to say so,
Tt it was a fact. He had had occnsion to
ask for wany things from the Government
in connection with the railways, und he always
had fo go to the Premier, who ought not te
have been troubled with wmatters of detail
outside hisown departments. He would have
Leen most happy to have wmet the Commis-
missioner in A Eriendly mood, but he was too
‘ stand-off” altogether. His pompous manner
scermed tosay “stand on one side,” and to
give his interviewer a preremptory dismissal.
Ha would give the Committee an instance.
He once spoke to the Engineer-in-Chief about
runeing some of the passenger trains at the
rate of 25 miles an hour, on the Bunbury line,
and the FKuogincer-in-Chief spoke to the
General Traflic Manager, who said that he
would be happy to do it, in course of time.

He (Mr. Cookworthy) also spoke to the Com- |

mwissioner about the same mutter, and the
veply he gob was I sappose yon wank me to
relay the track with GOlb raila.”  Of course
he wanted nothing of the sort. He wanted
nothing nnreasonnhle, Tf we had sufficient
passenger trafic  to run .trains, without
stopping at every station to shunt goods
trucks, without wasting the time of pasgen-
gers between Perth and Bunbury, he
did not see why we could not have these fast
traing on certain days in the week, instead of
alwuys travelling so preposterously slow ag
they did at present. iveryone who hnd had
anything to do with the Commisssoner of
Railways must know that his manner was, to
say the least of it very objectionable. He
was very sorry that it was so. He had
always found that men who really understood
& subject were willing to discuss it, because
they could show that they understood it ; but
gometimes it had struek him that the
manner of the Commissioner had "been
asgumed, to hide his ignoramce. There was
another thing he should like to bring under
the notice of the Commitier, uamely, the
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manner in which some of the employees of
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the Railway Department were being treated
in the matter of house accommodation, The
House, a few sessions ago, had agreed to »
proposal that certain cottages should he
erected for railway employces, and the cot-
tages were erccted, hat n rent of 3 per cent.
of Lthe cost of these cottages had besn charged
to men living in them. At the sume time,
married men were cooped up in dwellings of
only two roows, which hon. memlers well
knew were not sufficient For more than a single
man. The discomfort of warried men—and
most of the employees he referred to were mar-
ried—was most unsatisfactory. He asked the
Railway Department to give them more ac-
comnodation, and. if necessary, to churge
them a little extra for it. Some hou. membors
had advocaled the p'acing of the railways in
the hande of Commiagioners. He was entively
opposed to that being done. He thought that
our railways should be managed by o Minister
of the State, who was responsible to Parlia-
ment. Commissioners, they knew, in a  aor-
porate sense, had neither a soul to be saved
nor a body to be kicked; and you cou'd do
nothing with them. Bul, when the vesponsible
control was in the hands of a Commissioner of
Railways, who was a member of the Govern-
ment and also a member of that Wounse, if
there was any fanlt to be found, you could
bring hiw to book for it. He trusted that,
ag long ag hon. members had any voice in  the
matter, they would never consent ta prt the
railwnys of the colony under the control of a
Board of Commissioners, -

M=g. SIMPSON eaid that evergone who had
had anything to de with the Commissioner of
Railways would entirely sympathise with the
hon. mewmber for Snssex, and it was unneces-
sary to say that he had not been the sol: ob-
gsorver of the peculinr manners of the
Commissioner of Railways. ‘I'he Commissioner,
the other night -during the debate on the
Workishops' question, was good cnoagh to suy
that he (Me, Simpson) had heen his personal
enemy ever since he had heen in the House.
Had he said his “ political” enemy he wauld
have been quite content to accept the iudict-
ment and to plead guiity; but, as his opposition
had assumed the shape which the hon,
gentleman deseribed, in his mind, he did not
intend to take any action to disabu:e him of
it. [nregard to the adininistration of the
Ratlway Departivent they all know how un-
pleagant it was for the Commmissioner to
have this debate rushed on in the Housze
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before he was prepared to adduce all those
facts and figures which he would like to lay
carefully before the House in connection with

his branch of the service. There werc a few
things in connection with the Department

which would serve to “point a moral and
adorn a tale,” and which it wonld be as well
to refer to, in erder to show the absolute
failure of the Commissioner to supply his
Traffic Manager, after repeated requests from
the Manager, with fucilities for carrying on
the trafic of the country. Aud it was n
singular thing in connection with this matter
—he thought it wasalmost unparalleled in wail-
wuy management—tshat the report on the work-
ing of the lines shonld come not from the
Genernl Traflic Manager, but from the Engi-
neer-in-Chief. One would think that after
tho careful selection which the Atterney-
General, when in HEngland, made—and
made very much te the advantage
of this colony—for filing the position of
General ‘I'vaffic Manager, hon. members
would have had from that gentleman who was
brought from Englwnd to perform this im-
portant duty, o report of hiz own, on the work-
ing of the traffic branch. But no such repovt
had appeared, the working of the traffic
branch of the railwaya being, he supposed,
one of those mysteries into which no eye but
that of the Commissioner was permitted to
peer. The choice of the General ‘Traffic
Munager was an exceedingly happy selection
tor this colony, and the services of that
gentleman ave of 8¢ much value to the depart-
ment that he should be very glad when (as
has been hinted by the Commissinner) some
recognition could he made of the satisfactory

result that Mr. Davies was said to be achieving |

in the management of our railways. As
regards the question of furnishing the 'I'mffic
Manager with facilities for dcing his work,
there was seme information on record which he
should like to place before the House,
especially as the matterihad been referred tn
that evening in connection with the squip-
ment of our railways. On the 14th May,
the General Trafic Manager wrote to the
Engineer-in-Chief, requisitioning rolling stock
for the Southern Cross-Coolyardie radway.
On the 1st February the Ingincer-in-Chief
wrote to the Cowmissioner of Railways as

follows:—* As you will see from the figures

“now supplied by Mr. Jull, hereunder, thare
“ iz only some £27,000 available townrds com
“ plying with Mr. Davies’ requoest, which
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“amounts to £130,420 for the Coolgardie and
“Cue Railways, as showna hercunder. That
“ig to say, Mr. Duvies’ request is in excess of
“the rolling stock already ordered to the
“amount of £62,680 for the Coaolgardie, and
" £67,740 for the Cue Railway, making in all
“ £130,420 us above, against which we would
“appeur to have funds availuble to the extent
“of £27,000 cnly.” These weve matters which
caine distinetly and definitely under the cog-
nisance of the Commissioner, and he presumed
that hon. gentlewman waa responsible to thia
House. Further inguiry into this inatter
elicited the information that reference had
been made to the fact that provision was
made in the last Loan Act for the rolling atock
for the railwagys in question. My, Davies
heing nsked-—" What does “ funds available”
mean " replied : “ There is provision in the
“ Inst Loan Act for the conytructivn and equip-
“ment of these railwaye” He was further
asked—= Equipment covers the rolling stock,
does it not?” His amswer was—' Covers
“it to the extent- of the £27,000 only,
“and that is the difficulty we experience.
* We cannot get the lines sufficiently equip-
“ped.” ‘The Vraffic Manager was then asked
—“And you are in a position to know
“what iz required ;” and Mr.Davies replied : “I
consider I am in the best paosition to do so.”
He waa then questioned—" Did the matter go
any further than you have told us?” The
anawer was—“ Yes, 1 have received o memo,
“ from the Engineer-in-Chief telling me that
“ only £27,000 is available, and usking for my
“ ydvice, which has not heen aubmitted yet.”
He further said : *“ The matter is in abeynnce.”
When asked the question *You cannot do
the work without stock;” he repiied: “That
“is my difficalty. There are ountcries ahout
“the inefficiency of the coaching stock., T
“ have not gob it, nnd thervfore T eannot supply
it; but the position has been pointed ount
* time after time to the authorities” The

* guestion was asked: “When they are com-

« piling the Loan Estimates for the House, do
“they send to you first to know what you
“ require.”” Mr. Davies replied: "I believe
“ this is the only instance in which it hus been
“done.” Tle (Mr. Simpsom) should like to
know how it was that, althongh the Loan Bill
was subiritted to this House last year for the
equipment of these railwuys, the Government
did not enquire of the Traffic Manager until

L the following Januwary what rolling stock it

would be uecessary to order for the lines
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in question. Im ovder that there might
be no musnnderstanding as to whether
the Commissioner of Railways—who said
he i3 so terribly bard worked in his de-
partment—Imew of the want of rolling stock,
he wonld guote Mr. Davies again. The Com-
misaioner, in fact, did so little that it was
difficult to know how he put in histime, un-
less it wag in writing mirutes, which where
80 voluminous that they were aaid to be
more like houra than minutes, it took so
long to read them. But he would ahow that
the Commissioner knew that rolling stock was
wanted, for Mr. Davies, being asked : “Was
“ the Minister aware of the diffieulty you hnd
“{o contend with at the time the Lonn ¥ati-
“ mates were before Parlinment last y-ar,”
replied :  Yes he wag aware of my dificult-
ies.” Thers wng another interesting thing in
connection  with  this Railway Depart-
ment. The House would remember that
n  bonuns of £2,500 was offered to
the railway controctora if they would complete
the Southern Cross railway by the 2nd June,
in order thet it might be ready for traffic on
the 3rd June. Well, the contractor worked
hard, earned his bonus, and got it; but it
would gearcely bo believed that after paying
this money in addition to the contract price
for the ¢arly completion of the line, the
Government was not ready to wutilise the
line, and the contractor had to he paid
to carry on the trnffic, so that they had
a8 Government. railway contractor who
was also an officer of the Civil Service atb
thesame time. The following extract from
the evidence would speak for itself :— Ques-
" tion 4580.—1 nm informed by Mr. Kenne and
“hy Mr. McDowell that the Government,
“although they gave the honus to the con-
“ tractor, were not ready to take over the line.
“You were ready, but the Works Department
“did not give you the facilities, and conse-
“quently Mr. McDowell wos for a time a
“ Government officer. Mr. Keane informed me
“that they got £2,500, in addition to the
“bonus, to run the line?” Answer: “Mr.
“ McDowell was o Government officer for one
“month, becanse we were using his stock as
“well as our own, and consequenfly the con-
“tractor had no stock to go on with to finish
“his work.” There was apnother peculiar
matter in connection with the Railway De-
partment. It would he thought, having
regard to the high value placed upon the
ability and services of the Gemneral Traffic
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Mannger, that the revenue of his depariment
would be under his superintendence, but it
was not o, for the acconntant of the railway
service was only accountable to Mr. Alpin
Thomeon, the Under-Secrotary. Upon in-
quiry bemg made ag to whether it wounld not
he to the advantage of the Railway Depart-
ment to make achange in this respeet, Mr.
Davieg said— I should reorganise the branch,
“ and I think it would bo necessary to clear
“ out some of the officials whom I think are
“ nseleaa. The expense would be
“ about the same, but there would be greater
“ efficiency.” The great feature of the rail-
way system should bhe the eafety of tha
travelling public. He did not wish to speak
as on alprmist, but he was compelled to pay
some attention to the exnct information which
was bofore him, and that was, that so recently
83 May last the travelling public were in grave
peril, and this—taken in conjunction with
the fact that last week the Attorney-General
asked the House to pass a Bill providing that
the relatives of any man killed on the rail-
ways shall not receivo more than £1,000 com-
pensatlon—certainly looked ominons. On
the 2nd June ths Geunernl Traflic Managar
sent to the Commissioner a memorandum to
the following effect : —“Some time ago I asked
""that certain stations on the Eastern Railway
“ghould be fitted with signals, interlocked
“ with switches, etc. Nuthing, however, haa
“been done in this direction, except at Clare-
“ mont, and some of the stationsare very much
in need of signal protection. May I ask you
"again to give this matter yonr consideration P
“ Northam, Spencer’s Brook, Clackline, Chid-
“jow’s Well, Midland Junction, Fremantle,
“ Perth, and Swith’s Mill, especially, should
“ be protected. If Smith’s Mill had been pro-
“ tocted with signala and safety eidings, inter-
“ locked the one with the other, 1 do not
“helieve the accident reported to you in my
< memo. of 13th April would bave occurred.
“There can be no dou.t that our signalling is
“ most Joose and inadequate. To spend money
« in signals, interlocking gear, ofc , i far more
~ advantageous to the Department than to
“pay henvy ciaims on account of acocidents
“ which may occur for the want of proper
“aignalling.” He did not, as he had already
said, wish to be regarded as an alarmiat, hut
he did not think any public man evar passed
over the William-street crossing without hav-
ing before hiseyes n wnilway accident at that
place, that would involve heavy claima for
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dainages. The Traflic Manuger had urgently
recommended theplaciog of proper interlocking
and signalling genr ot the Perth station, with-
out delay, but nothing had been done, as waa
shown in the further examination of Mr.
Davies, a8 follows :—* What is the general
* fate of your suggestions in vegard to what
** you consider ahsolute essentinls ?"—Well, I
* do not get as rwuch done aa I ghounld like to,
*“They are neither carvied out with promp-
* titude nor with regard o the improvement
“ in enerying on the trafic >—No, I think they
“ are not enrried out as quickly us they should
“ be. T think this will show that that is so,
* I'hat is a fair sample of the bulk ?—Yes, it
“is ngood sample. In consequence of the
“ failure of your chiefs to comply with those
 guggestions, you are nnable to mako as satis-
* factory returns ns you wonld wish P—Well,
* not exactly that, but it increnses my respon-
* gibility. Tnereases the  vespounsibility,
* which should not rest on you?—Yes, and
*“ inerenses the risk to the traveiling public.
“ Has nothing been done yet?P—No.” And
then again Mr. Davies said:—= T consider
“ that North Fremaatle and similar stations
* should be interlocked from end toend. In
* order to bring pressure to hear, I wrote a
“ gimilar memo. t¢ Mr. Venn, through the
* Under-Secretary, as I had to the Engineer
 for Existing Lires, with- the following addi-
* tions tothe memo. alrendy read:— In fact
“ “it is dangerous to work trains in and ont
« ¢ of Perth and Fremantlestations yards’*
This is the answer I got. It is dated April
28th, 1893, and is from the Engineer-in-
Chief .—T am directed hy the Engineer-in-
“ < Chief to acknowledge the receipt of your
“<letter of 16th inst., addressed Under-
“ ¢ Secretary, and to inform you that the
““mntter is rocetving attention, and afuarther
« ¢ gommunication will be sent yom in due
“<course.”” “The want” said omne of the
examiners,” of attention mast be very dis-
“ heartening to you in the matters of such
* gerious importance as this?”—To which
Mr. Davies replied: “The want of power ia
< mogt disheartening. I consider that the
“ power should bhe vested in the General
“‘Irafiic Manager or the person rtespon-
“gible for the working of the traffic'’
Again on the 16th November the Traffic Man-
ager wrote fo the Engineer-in-Chief as follows: -
“ T certainly recommend that the interlocking
* and signalling of Perth station should be
“ putin hand forthwith. The work is ex-
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“ ¢eedingly urgent, and, until it is complete
* the working of trains in and out of Perth
“ Station will be attended with risk, and on
“ hugy days it is absnlutely dangerous to con-
“ tinne working ae nt present, unprotected
“ with signalsand interlocking gear. T have
“ gpoken to yourself, and the Minister’ of the
* want of signals for some time, and of the
*“ rigks wa are running in their absence. ‘The
“ stations generally require to be signalled
* and interlocked, in order to obtain greater
“ afety and security to the travelling
“ public, and a protection to the department
“ against accidents. At the present
“ time it ia dangerous for people to cross either
“ at William-street or Melbourne-rond. Of
“ gourse, [ admit thnt Act 55, Vie., No. 34.
“ aims ot protecting the department, and ie
“ ugeful where there are few people and
" vehicles using n crossing ; but, with refer-
“ ence to William-street and Melhourne-road
“ he department, while supplying signalmen
“und signals, evidenco their own desire to
*r protect the public fromw riske, on account of
“ the railway and road traffie being 8o heavy.
T now go further, and state that the pro-
“ toction we afford is miserably wuanting in
« efficiency, and that nothing short of gates
“ interlocked with aignals will meet the
“ ease, There is little douht that, so long as
“ the crossings remain in their present state,
“ an accident of a sericus nature will sooner
“ or later take place. There have already
“heen very meny narrow cscapes. I
* ahould, therefore, be glad to see the neces-
“ gary signalling works undertaker without
“ delay. In case of accidents at either of
** these crossings, or at a railway station, for
« want of signalling, I shouid like it to be
" recorded that neglect in supplying pro-
“ tection has mot been caused by these who
“ have to work and control the traffic arrange-
“ ments, but rather that the wishes of the
« Traffic Department havc notbeen ncceded $o.”
Finally, on the 16th April, Mr Davies wrote
as follows, to the Engineer-in-Chief :—* Some
“time ago the Fnginecring Department snb-
“ mitted to the Minister, plans for signalling
“gtations on the Governinent linea. At that
e fime, the Minister, for want of funde, I
“ believe, delayed the work. Since then,
“ however, the traffic has increased very con-
«giderably, and the necessity for aignalling
“and interlocking is much more npparent,
« Especially is this so at Perth and Fremantie
“sgtation yorde. T therefore sincerely hope
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“ that the signalling aud interlocking asked
« for will be authorised forthwith. Sigpalling
“has been provided at all stations on the
“ Midland and Great Sonthern Railways,
“ where the trafficis not nearly so heavy as
“ that over the Government railways. Your
“reply will oblige” WNow where was the
evidence of the splendid way in which this
splendid department was being carried on by
the Commisgioner ? The facts disclosed were
appalling. 8o muck for the important object
of public aafety. He might alse say that the
incnpacity of the departwent to take proper
care of goods, and especially of perishable
goodse, was giving the commercisl public canse
for great dissatisfaction, while in regard to the
condition of the empleyees there was also much
to complain of. An enquiry recently made
had elicited the following information :—" (1.)
“What are the number of hours guards, por-
“ ters, engineers, platelayers, and others, work,
“and what are the rates of pay >—Fifty-four
“hours per week. The minimum rates of pay
“ are, Porters, Gs.; guards, 7s.; drivers, 10s. ;
““firemen, 7s.; cleaners, 5s.; platelayers, 6s.
‘“6d. ; shunters, 6s, (2.} Is the overtime system
“general? ‘Therehas been a deal of overtime,
“ but the Traffic Manager has issued orders to
“stop the systein as much as possible. Over-
“time i3 paid at the snme rates.as ordinary
“time, with the exception of Sundays, when
*time and a half is allowed. The porters are
“very glad to get overtime. Their pay is so
“ wretchedly low and the costof living so high,
“that they find it o hard matter to mnke both
* ends meeton 363, per week. (3.) Do the railway
* mendesire that theeight hours system should
* be ndopted, and that extra pay be allowed for
“overtime?—Yes; the wen would giadly
“welcome the adoption of the eight huurs
* system, and they consider extra rates should
“be fixed for overtime. The wages are
“ exceedingly low, and the wen are very dis.
“ satigfied, but in the ahsence of nn organisa-
* tion through which to make their grievances
“knowp, it is useless for individuals to
“ complain. (4.) I anderstand you to may
“guards and porters work mine hours con-
* tinvously, without a break for dinner P—That
*“i8 80 ; they work nine hours right off; they
“get u *snack ’ when they can. They prefer
“to flo this under the nine hours system, aa
“the day is shorter, (5) If a man goesonat
“ & p.n,, does he reckon his time onwards as
“ ordinary time, or is there o special rate for
“night work ?—Portere and guarda do not
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“roceive extra pay for night work, but have
“to work 54 hours per week, whether night or
“day. VFvery alternntive week they are op
the night shift between Perth and Fremantle.
“(6.) Howdo the rates of pay bere compare
* with those of Vietoria?-—Wages are much
“higher in Victoria where living is at lenst
“ 50 per cent. cheaper. The eight hour system
“is recognised in Victorin.”

Tui Prewiee : Is that the Royal Commis-
sion ?

Mg. SIMPSON: No, it is not the Royal
Commission you appomnted to smother the
inquiry. Considering the cost of living in
this country, it is hardly possible for the most
thrifty man to live in comfort upon 6s. a day,
and, looking at the profits of the department,
I do not think il is necessary for the depart-
ment to sweat its employeess,— the term *sweat-

-ing” being defined by Webster as ““the

exaction of an excessive amount of labor for o
very small amonnt of pay.” After reading the
wonderful speech of the Comwissioner, in which
he so mugniloquently described the condition
of the Kailway Tepartment, he should be gind
to nequit the hon. gentleman of huaving wil-
fully misled the House in the light of the
facts he (Mr. Simpson) had presented to the
Houge; but he thought he had shown that
there was o great deal in tho inner working
of that department, of which the Commissioner
has shown his ignorauce. And he hoped, after
what had been disclosed as to the peril of the
travelling public, that no time would be Jlost
in equipping the lines in a proper mapzer.

Mr. GEORGE suid he found some difficnity
in spenking to the question, as, as from the
ruling given to them, the vote for Works
and Buildings could not be separated from
that of Railways, He did not intend to
follow the example of the hon. member for
Geraldton, and "slate” the unfortunate Minis-
ter for Railways, becanuse he thought the
interests of the counfry could he better
served by seeing where the departwent was
at fault, and setting to work to remedy those
fanlts. In the speech of the Commissioner,
the other evening, he foreshadewed o change
in the ranuagement of the railways in the
following words :—“The position will become
«more arduous, and, from my view,
« more impossible, aud the railways should,
<1 think, be placed under the con-
wtrol of a Board of Commissioners”
Aguniv, the Engineer-in.Chief in his report
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(page 21) said :—* In conclusion, T would wish
“ o take this opportunity of submitting for
* the consideration of the Government as to
" whether the time has not arrived when the
** raison d’ dfre for my comnection with the
« worling of the railways has ceased to exist,
“ or whether, at any rate, that time is not
“ menr at hand.” There were then not want-
ing evidences that the Minister intended to
abdicate bis position in regard to the rail-
ways; and, to his (Mr. George's) mind, the
hon. gentleman would do well to resign, for it
was impoasible for one man to do justice to two
such large departments as those of Works and
Roilways. Under these circumstances, he
thought that the Commissioner might eluim
some amount of sympathy for the unhappy
time he was having that evering, for, having

found himself unequal to the burden, he was

now contemplating finding a successor in the
control of the department. TIn his own words,
he proposed to “ consider the matter during
“the recess, and prepare recomwmendations
“to submit to the House uvext session.”
The hon. gentlaman had forther de-
clared it to be his policy to appoint
capable officers, and to accept their sugges-
tions; but it appeared that he had not done
80 in connection with the recommendations of
the General Traffic Munager, which were de-
signed to provide for the safety of the
travelling public. It seemed to him that the
sooner the hon. gentleman gave effect o
these recommendations, the sooner he would
absolve himself from the grave respomsibility
which would attach to him shiould nn accident
aceur, through the negloct of those precau-
tions which the experts of the depmrtment
consider to he essential to the prop 'r carrying
on of the trafic. The Hon. the Direclor of
Public Works huving told the Committee that
the estimates of ais department were never
prepared in an haphazard manner, but were,
on the contrary, carefully frained, wounld, per-
haps, inform hon, members how it huppened
that s0 many public works conld not becarried
ont last year owing to un insafficient smount
of money haviugbeen voted for them. Then
there was ancther point which he wished {0
refer to, and that was the carrying out of
public works by the Governwent by day work,
instead of by public tender. It could not
be said that any Government department
could itself get work done cheaper and morve
expeditiously than it could be done by tender,
and, as aetriking instance of that, he would
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refer to the Southern Cross and Coolgardie
railway contract.

Tae CoumissioNer oF Rarrwavs: But the
contractors have the Lenefit of the traffic for
a certain time.

Mgr. GEORG ° said the Government would
not dare to carry on either passenger or gouda
traffic under the conditions which contractors
carried it on, hecause it was possible to attuin
o speed on a cootractor’s line which on the

well-equipped railways ot the Govern.
ment it would by, perhaps, considered
dangerous to attempt to attain. And

then there were the great harbor wcrks
at Fremnntle, of which they heurd so much,
and by which the Government hoped to make
that place the port of call for the mail stuam-
ers. The work of removing that huge hill of
sandstone and the depositing of the material
on the moles, would have bheen done much
cheaper by tender than by day work.

Tar CHATRMAN said the hon. member was
not in order in referring to that matter, as the
Railways vote was now under discussion, and
not the Public Works vote.

Mgz. GEORGE said, with all due respect for
the ruling of the Chairman, he would again
ask how it was possible to aveid referring to
other bhranches of the department in speaking
generally on the vote. He would like to know
how he could procead with his remarks.

Tue CuAteMAN said the hon. member must
speak to the vote for Railways and Tramways,
which was the only vote nnw bhefore the Com-
mittee.

M=. GEORGE eaid he would eudeavor to
do 80, aad would refer to the comueckion
existing between the railwaye and the harbor
works, by reason of the ruilway Dbeing used
for the conveyance of stone from the quarriea
to the moles at the harbor works; and he
would like to ask the Director of Public
Works, whether he thought that stone could
he .oaded into the trucks snd conveyed on the
Government line to

Tue CuaiamaN said be must again ask
the hon. mewber to strictly confine himself to
the vote for Railways and Tramways, He
woull be able to discuss the Works and
Buildings vote on another occasion.

Me. GEORGE said he was very sorry that
the Chairman did not, at the beginning of
the debate, think fit to inform him how far he
could go in discussing the vote now before the
Committee, hecnuse it was very confusing to
him to be called to order so often. He would
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ask again how far it was possible for him,
when he was dealing with one branch of the
departmient, torefer to ancther branch ?

Tue CuAIRMAN said the hon. momber
must confine his remarka strictly to the vote
which was under consideration.

Mgr. MARMION said that, with all due
respect to the Chairman’s ruling, he might
remind him that the Cowmissioner of Rail-
ways, when he introduced these estimates, was
allowed to refer pemernlly to the different
branches of the department, and it secmed to
him that to interfere with any hon. member,
in the early part of his romarks, and to ex-
peet him fo re-arrange the whole subject
matter of his speech, was to place him at a
great disadvantage, He thought, under the
circumstances, it would be fair to tho hon,
member for the Murrny, whe was not an old
Parlismentary hand, like gome of them, to
allow the hon. member to proceed in his own
wuy. He did not think the Commissioner of
Railwaye wculd object to the two hranches—
“ Railways and Tromways” and “ Works and
Buildings "—being discussed togetherby the
hon. member.

Tne CoMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
not the slightest objection,

Tur CHatkuan sald it was not o mntter for
the Commissioner of Railways todecide. The
hoe. member would have to confine his re-
marks fo the vote before the Committee,
namely, “ Railways and Tramways.”

Meg. GEORGE said that under those
circumstances he could not possibly proceed.

Hown. Meusers: Oh, go on!

Mr. GEORGE: No; it is absurd. The
Chuirman’s interruptions had completely
broken off the thread of his arguments, and
he could not go on with his speech.  (The hon,
member thea left the chamber.)

Mgr. RANDELL drew attention to the fact
that & guornm wus not present; whereupon—

The SeeakER took the chair.

A quorum having been obtained,

The Committee resumed.

Mr, HARPER moved that progress be
reported, and lewve nsked to sit again, He
said he did 8o becanse the hon. member for
Geraldton had quoled a portion of the evi-
dence given before the Civil Service Com-
misgion in connection with the Public Works
Department, a copy of which evidence hon,
members had not yet been supplied with, nor
had the report of the Commission been
presented to the Government. He moved lust

I have
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year in the direction of dissolving this
Cowmission, and it was in deference to the
wishes of those who desired to have some
evidence hefore them as to the working of the
Public Worka Department, that he withdrew
his wotion. As the Commission had not yet
presented its veport of the evidence which had
beon tnken,—though some of it had been
brought in that evening by a side wind—he
thought it waa not fair to other hon. members
that the Committee should continue the
discussion on this vote until hon. meuihers
had copies of that evidence supplied to them.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir. J. Forrest) said
he had not the slightest oljection to report
progress ; but it seemed to him to be a most ex-
traordinary proceeding on the part of the hon.,
member for Geraldton, who happened to be
a member of the Civil Service Commission, to
ventilate portions of the evidence taken by
that Cownmission before it had been presented
to the Governor. The Commission in guestion,
like all other Commissions, was vested with
great power, and ita duty, after taking evi-
dence and acquiring inforwation on the
mntters referred to if, was to report o the
Goveraor the result of its enquiries. In the
present instnce a wewber of that Comwission
had made use of a portion of the report of the
evidence taken before the Commission for the
purpose of atfacking » member of the Gov-
erament, before that evidence had even been
presented to the Governor, and, as a con-
sequence, the hon. member was acting in a
wunper altogether at variance with the terms
of the Commission, inmwaking ure of evidence
which he was privileged to obtain as a member
of that Commission. He never heard of such a
course of action being adopted before.

Me. SIMPSON smd the Promier had favored
hon, members with another lecturs on deport-
ment. It wae just as well that, in defending
his own action in reading a portion of the
ovidence taken before the Civil Service Com-
mission, before the report of the Commission
had been presented to the Governor, he
ahould describe the scuion of the hon. the
Premier in ragard to that Commission,

Tue Prenier: ‘Fwo wrongs do not make a
right.

Mg. SIMPSON said he wounld remind
hon. members that some two years ago
he moved for the appointwent of a
Royal Commission te enquire into the working
of the Civil Service, and that the Government
strongly opposed hiw, the Prewier especi-
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ally being very aggressive and angry in his
opposition to the proposal. The House, how-
ever, decided to appoint the Commission.
‘What followed ? Inordertoturther frustrate
the wishes of the House, a Cowmission was
uppointed which practically blanketed the
enquiry. A gentleman was sppointed Chairman
of the Commiesion who was not a member of
the House, and who could not answer for
himeelf in the House ; therefore he would suy
nothing in regard to him. The other members
of the Commission were the representatives of
Fremantle—where a good deal of public money
was heing spent in public worka—and an able
and accomplished ¢ivilservant who was to ad vise
the Commission on matters connected with the
various departments. The members for Fre-
mantle, who were out and out supporters of the
Goverument, and represcnted, ns he bad before
stated, n constituency in which a large
amount of public works were in progress,
would mol bhe likely to interfere with
the expenditure of public money at Fremantle,
He would ask hon. members to imagine an
enquiry being held as to the wisdom or the
legitimacy—he did not use the word in any
sinister meaning—of the expenditure of money
upon any of these works, would they not bave
heard from those three Fremantle gentlemen
that any expenditure of public inoney at Fre-
mentle wus all right? Matters had arrived
ab such a pitch—the time of the Comunssion
was being so wuch wasted and the weney of
the public wasted in u fruitless enquiry—that
he had considered it his daty as a wewber of
the Cowmission to move in the direction
of requesting the Governor to dissvlve the
Commissirn. Hon, members would scarcely
believe that the Chairman of the Commwission
ubeolutely refused to
Repeatedly had he been baulted by the Chuir-
man refusing to put motions which he had
brought forward, An effort was made to
induce the Premier to make further appoint
ments to the Commission, in order that they
might do some really useful work; but
the Premier had declined to do so. His
(the Premier’s) letter wus in evidence and he
hoped it would be published.

Tue Premise: That is not what we are
discussing now.

Mgr. SIMPSON said the Hon. the Prewier
bad had his suy, and he (Mr. Siwpson) did not
interrupt him when bhe wastalking. At every
point, when he endeavored on that Comumis-
gion to secure infurmation which be thought
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would be useful to the House, he hud (he
conscientiously believed) been blocked in
that endewvor directly by the Government
nowminees on that Conmiysica, and, indirectly,
by the Premier himself. That was the
reagon which had induced him to use the
evidence he had quoted that evening. He
had taken the only course that was open to
him to get the ovidence before the Ilouse
and the country, Could the Premier digpute
the fucts he had stated ?

Tue Premer: Ido oot know. [ have not
seen the evidence.

Me. SIMPSON: Did the Premier mean to
insinvate that he (Mr. Simpson} had been
reading » statement which he had referred to
as a winute of the General Traific Manager’s,
when it was not so. Did he mean to imply
that he (Mr, Simpson) had told a lie? 'The
Premier was trying to hoodwink the House
and the people of the country, and to keep
back from them information about cur rail-
ways which shonld be given to them, when,
that very woment, those who were travelling
vn our railways did se in peril of their
lives.

Mz R. F. SHOLL thought fhat hon. mem-
hers were entitled to have the evidence taken
by the Civil Service Commission on the
Worke and Railways Department before
them when they were discussing the vote
for those depnrtments. The Goverument
should assist hon. members to obtain it, as
it wae appareutly already in print, and
could be easily placed at their disposal.

Tun PreEMIER: It has not been scnt $o
the Governor yet.

Me. R. F. SJOLL said that if
the Government had cured to assist
in the atter, the Commission would have
issued a progrese report; and he cert-
ainly thought that the hoo. mewmber for
Geraldton, in supplying purt of the informa-
tion—whether he acted in accordance with
Parliamentary usuge or not in quoting evi-
dence that wus not in the possession of the
Governor—had done his duty to the country,
in divulging certain facts in regurd to the
ruilways of the colony, und disclesing a state
of things which no hon. mewmber had the
slightest ides ever existed. He boped, there-
fore, that progress would he reported, in order
that hon. members should bave this evidence
hetore them. 1t was only fuir o the Minister
contruliing the department that he should
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have time to look into the matter before he
replied.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that he was awure of the existence of some of
the information contained in the evidence
quoted by the hon. memwber for Geraldton.
For instance, he saw some time ago some
minutes written by the General .raffic
Manager to the Commissioner of Railways,
especially that referring to the need for
inwerlocking wear at some of the stations.
It would be found that interlocking gear had
since been ordered, and that the General
Trafic Munager had been insfructed to take
every precaution. 'Therefors he thought it
would be admitted that the G verowent had
done all that was possible, in regard to this
matter of improving railway station conven-
iences. His object in rising, however, was
to say, inregard to the remarks of the hon.
member for Geranldton, alleging Ethut the
Goverpment had  packed ”* the Civil Service
Comimission, that the hon. member must
know snch a statemens was unwarrant-
able and untrue. There was scarcely a
membeor of the House who had not been
asked to act on that Comwission. The hon.
wembers for the Swan, Perth, Guscoyne, and
Beverley had, amoagst others, been asked
to sit, also the hon. member for Albany.

Meg. Leage: And T refused.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest): And
tho hon. member for Nanmine.

Me. [LuiNaworTH : And I refused also,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): All
these hon. members wero usked to nct; there-
fore, to say thatthe Government had “ packed ™
the Commission was an unwarrantable and sn
unjustifinble statement.

Mg. Simeron ; Youuppointed others who wre
not members of the House,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest): The
Government would not be dictated to by the
the hon. member for Geraldton as to whom
they should appoini members of the Commis-
sion, and they were quite prepared to take the
reaponsibility of their action. There was a
correct way of doing things. The report of
the Commission inquestion, or of uny other

Commission, should first go tv the
Governor, then to the Goverpment, and
then to the House. He had not yet

received the report of the Civil Service Com
mission, and therefore he must ask the hon.
wewmber for Gascoyns to believe him, when he
srid that ik wus not the funlt of the Govern-
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ment that the report hud uot been laid on the
table of the House. As to urging the Com-
wisgion to present » report, the Government
had other things to do. They mighteven be
accused of endeavoring to coerce the membora
of the Commission. ‘The Commission had bean
instructed to discharge certain duties; and,
perscnally, he had no knowledge as to how
they were carrying out those instructioze.
He bad heard that they hud sent for officers of
u certuin departwent to give evidence, without
firat informing the Minister controlling the
Department thatthey desired the presence of
those officers; and he believed that Governwment
officers had been summoned from all parta of
the colony to give evidencs, whetherthe heads
of their departents could epure their ser-
vices or pot. Omne instamce oceurred at
Bunbury, when a gentleman occupying an
important posilion in the Railway Depurt-
wment at thut place wus sumwmoned us a
witness before the Commnission, without the
Minister being informed of it. However, the
Govern:nent eaid nothing abont that uction,
and tried to assist the Commission in every
possible way. There had been an sttewpt on
the purt of the Cowmission te drag him into
a correspondence, with the object of possibly
creating some grievance against the Govern-
ment, but he was not to be caught in that
way, He had no objection to reporting pro-
gress if hon. wembers wished it

Me. SIMPSON said he rose to expluin that
the Civil Nervice Comwission jesued a progress
report some time sgo. The evidence taken by
the Cowmmission had been printed, and, from
what he had heaed, he had little doubt that ut
least some wembers of the Minisery had read
the evidence.

Tue Peremier (Hon. Sir J. Porrest): It ia
not in my possession, at any rate.

Me. JAMES ssid he desired to express his
Lhanks to the hon. member for Geraldion for
having broaght forward the facts elicited by
the Comumission as to the Railways Depart-
ment, sad he huped that the Premier would
realise what he had apparently nobyet realised,
that, after many yoars’ experience of Crown
office despotiam, we were now living under
Reaponsible Government. The time bad gone
by when Ministers could imagina thut because
they hud certaion information stowed away in
thair pigeon holes, the House was not entitled
to jook at it until it was first reported to
someone, who reported it to someone else
who huanded in ou to someone else, who
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in tarn laid it on the table of the House. If
light had baen thrown on the working of any
Government Department during the last
twelve months by this Civil Service Com-
mission, particularly the Works and Railway
Departent, he would like o know why hon.
members, when they were discussing those
departments, should not have that informa-
tion before them.

Tae Premick: Whose fault is it ?

Mg. JAMES enid he only complained that
when an atbtempt wus made to give the House
valuuble information, as the hon. member for
Geraldton had dome, there should le an
endeavor to smother the information. He
regrettedthat the Premier had thought fit to
attack the hon. member for Geraidton for doing
what he comsidered was his duty to the
country, in bringing to light important facts
concorning the working of onc of the most
important of our Government Departments.

Me. GEORGE snid that, as a member of the
Civil Service Commission, he desired to npenk
to the motion to report progress, and be hoped
thut in doing so he would not be subjected
to any interruption from the occupants of the
Treasury benches. The Comnission had heen
acoused of not having done any good after
having sat for two years. Now, apeaking of
the werk of the Commission since his appoint-
ment on it, he counld honestly say that the
members worked very hard, and were,
he ventured to think, doing good work for
the colony. They had elicited a guantity of
useful information, especinlly in regard to
the Public Works Department, which would
intereat hon. members when it was presented
to the House. He knew but little about the
Parlinmentary usage mnd procedure to be
observed in bringing that information before
the House; but he knew that the informa-
tion which the hon. member for Geraldton
had given to the Committee, waa already
embodied in the official documents which
were in the possession of the Director of
Public Works. The Premier had eaid that
e Commission had sunwoned persons from
oll parta of the colony, without consulting the
heads of the deparbments. He would say in
reply to that statement that he did nob
know that the Commission had ever been
told that it was necessury to consult
the Minister before summoning  bis
officers to give evidence. He did know
that the Director of Public Works very
anxiously desired {o see some of the witnesses
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—ab least one of them—before they were taken
Lefore the Comuission. The particular witness
he had mentioned, stated that he had received
instructions from the Government as to what
evidence ho ‘'was to give to the Commission,
and he atill adhered ;to the stutement that he
received those instructions from the Govern-
ment.

Mg, SrMesoN : And yeb they say they do not
know tbe nature of the evidence.

Me. GEORGE said, with regard to the
alleged swinmoning of otticinl witnesses withow
the knowledge of the heuds of Depurtments,
he could state that the only person they
summened from Bunbury was the station
master, Mr. licberts, who wue summoned
f:hrough the General Trafic Manager. He
saw uo reason why the evidence already
tuken by the Commission, concerning the
Ralways Depurtment, should not be given to
bon. members. Several important witnesses
remuined yet to be examined before tho investi-
gation into that department would be com-
pleted, and it was the intention of the Com-
mission to pregent the report, with the whole
of the evidence, to the proper authority us
soon a3 the tuking of evidence was finisbed
as to the working of the Hailways Depart-
urgnt.

Motion to report progress put and passed.

Progresa reported, and leave given to sib
again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourued at 10.45 o’clock, p.m.



